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PREFACE. 


Ir the motto of Samuel could ever properly apply to ordi- 
nary affairs, in completing this Twenty-eighth volume of the 
Baptist Magazine, it will be most appropriate ; for, with grate- 
ful acknowledgments of Divine mercy, the Editors are 
bound to confess, that hitherto the Lord hath helped them. 

During the past year especially, our denomination has been 
rendered more prominent, and the conduct of its affairs more 
difficult, by events which no human capability was able to 
anticipate or control. 

As these events have transpired, the Editors felt that they 
were “ the servants of all for edification,” and, that whatever 
influence this organ of the body might have, was due to the 
advancement of union, and successful co-operation, in every 
useful undertaking. Its pages have therefore been open to 
friendly papers on every topic connected with Slavery, Reli- 
gious Liberty, and Evangelical labours of all kinds. Every 
effort has been made to enrich the work with practical infor- 
mation ; they have felt, and feel increasingly, the necessity of 
avoiding, as much as possible, vituperative censures, especi- 
ally when directed against individuals, and public acts which 
cannot in the nature of things be altered: and if, at any time, 
they have seemed to err in this, it has been with a most sin- 
cere desire, which the Editors have never ceased to cherish, 
of securing their great design. 
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On the momentous question which relates to the divine au- 
thority of excommunicating slave-holders, as such, the Editors 
have reserved their opinion, in order that all parties may 
enter, and occupy with freedom, this open field for Scriptural 
investigation; and a hope is entertained, that this inquiry 
will be prosecuted so as to secure for all concerned in its de- 
cision the greatest possible advantage, with the exaltation of 
our common Lord. 

The Bible Society question has been forced into the pages 
of this work rather prematurely, No discussion on this sub- 
ject should have taken place in public, until the protest had 
been laid before the Committee of that Society ; but since 
events, over which they had no control, have opened the con- 
troversy, the Editors hope that every effort will be made to con- 
duct it with temperance and Christian charity ; and, especi- 
ally, that nothing may be done, or even attempted, which 
may injure an Institution, to which so many are indebted for 
the Word of life. ’ 

The Editors desire to express their sincere thankfulness for 
that liberal support which this periodical has continued to 
receive through the past year. This they are anxious that it 
should still deserve, partly for their own credit, but, »princi- 
pally, for the sake of those widows and orphans whose daily 
wants are too sparingly supplied from its profits. 

These endearing objects of Christian sympathy have an 
interest. in this work which is bound up in the welfare of all 
our churches. The Editors cannot cease to regard these ob- 
jects of their daily concern with deep solicitude. They will 
therefore pray and labour for the peace of Jerusalem. For 
the brethren and fathers’ sakes they will now say, “ Peace be 


1? 


within thee ! 
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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS, 


Goopness and mercy have 


crowned with their blessmgs. the ’ 


year which has just expired; and 
opened before us fields for future 
exertions in the work of God. 
May He, who has supported us 
through the past, kindly supply 
the wisdom and strength. needful 


for every subsequent emergency !: 


Every man should raise his 
own Ebenezer, for each receives 
his own portion of divine munifi- 
eence; but those who are influ- 
enced by. Christian patriotism, 
and the love of souls, will ac- 
knowledge their peculiar obliga- 
tions for mercies bestowed on the 
nation in which they live, and the 
ehurch for whose enlargement 
they labour. 

Our government has been sup- 
ported, and the nation blessed 
with peace. Every public abuse 
has not been corrected; but re- 
formation has advanced with so- 
lemn perseverance. Great ques- 
tions-of vital importance, both to 
church and state, have been dis- 
cussed in the senate and amongst 
the people. Ireland has made 
known her sorrows and her sins; 
the compulsory establishment of 
England has been shaken ; the 
colonial system has been forced 
forward in its approximation to- 
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wards purity ; slavery has uttered 
the groan of its last convulsion ; 
and liberty has revealed, both at 
home and abroad, the nature of 
her manifold benefits: still, in all 
these changes, divine truth main- 
tains its power, controlling the 


community so far as to give this 


land of gospel light a vast supe- 
riority over those which sit in 
darkness. These things reveal 
the hand of God. May it ever 
be visible to his servants, direct- 
ing and supporting them through 
every difficulty ; that reform may 
be the fruit of religious principle, 


-and unfold the Redeemer’s glory ! 


In the church, we have cause 
for humiliation before God ; chief- 
ly, because our gratitude and 
devotedness have been so dispro- 
portionate to our advantages. 
Admonitions have been repeated 
with awful frequency ! Some use- 
ful labourers have died ;* others 


pee aes Se a ee 

* Since this was sent to press, we 
have received the painful intelligence, 
that the Rev. William Newman, D.D., 
for many years an editor of this Maga- 
zine, and to whom all parts of our De- 
nomination have been much indebted, has 
entered into his rest. His praise is in 
allthe churches; but most, where his cha- 
racter was most fully known. May this 
solemn visitation produce an increase of 
watchfulness and devotion in all our 
hearts ! 

B 
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have been afflicted; our necessi- 
ties have been daily revealed, and 
at times our follies: still, God 
has not left himself without wit- 
ness. Insome parts of our land 
he has graciously poured out 
upon our churches a spirit of seri- 
ousness and supplication. The 
means of securing a revival of his 
work have been consulted, and his 
direction earnestly solicited. For 
these things many have been 
grateful, and*all the heaven before 
us brightens still with hope. 

One proof of this advancing mer- 
cy is seen in the increase of mutual 
affection between the servants of 
our common Lord. Though great 
questions have still to be deter- 
mined, the acrimony of discussion 
is diminished day by day. May 
the time soon come when saints 
shall feel that all their interests 
meet in the Redeemer’s triumph ! 

Great advances have been made 
in all our institutions toward that 
generous co-operation by which 
alone great objects can be gained. 
In the support of missions to the 
heathen, in the diffusion of gospel 
light through our own land, in 
the improvement of religious edu- 
cation for all classes, in efforts to 
correct the evils of intemper- 
ance, in spiritual solicitude for 
the lower classes of society, in 
removing the encumbrances of 
debt from our places of worship, 
and in efforts to form the parts of 
our denomination into one united 
body; we recognize the good 
hand of God, producing greater 
zeal and conformity of exertion 
than have ever been known in 
former years. 

A Deputation to Ireland have 
collected important facts, which 
are given in the Chronicle. 
Our conference with America 
is of great importance, both for 
our instruction and for the exer- 


cise of our fidelity. Our brethren 
have returned in peace; and 
through the difficult duties they 
had to discharge, God has graci- 
ously preserved them. From their 
reports much will be learned re- 
specting the duty of our churches. 
We hope to understand from them 
how fraternal co-operation may 
secure the objects of perfect union 
without infringing on individual 
liberty. The united churches will 
anticipate with no ordinary in- 


| terest their meetings in June; 


and years to come will be em- 
ployed in strengthening the band 
of their mutual affection, by la- 
bours of love and mercy. 

The increase of spirituality in 
our churches demands peculiar 
attention through the present 
year. Advantages are multiplied 
all around us, That spirit of reviv- 
ing piety, which is seen to move 
in so many circles, must not be 
insulted by neglect. It descends 
both on members and people to 
confirm the promises of grace. 
God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, is al- 
ready shining in their hearts. He 
is thus addressing every one of 
his servants, in the language of 
ancient prophecy: “ Arise and 
shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee.” 

Scarcely within the history of 
man, have so many great affairs 
been placed within the reach of 
zealous piety. Ireland implores 
redoubled help. The dark villages 
at home have multiplied their sup- 
plications. The increased po~ 
pulation of our towns and cities, 
and especially of the metropolis, 
requires a larger supply of spi- 
ritual instruction to meet its 
necessities. Education, extend- 
ing itself through all classes of 
the community, demands a minis- 
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ao 

try not only pious and evange- 
lical, but disciplined in sound 
learning, and competent to guide 
the public mind. Large and 
flourishing churches should send 
off colonies of their members to 
form new churches; our colleges 
at Bristol, Stepney, Bradford, and 
Abergavenny, be more liberally 
supplied with the means of pre- 
paring our rising evangelists for 
their future work; and all our 
churches, in the spirit of mutual 
love, become integral and compo- 
nent parts of the Union. The east 
and west are ripe unto the har- 
vest; millions of slaves in Ame- 
rica entreat our mediation be- 
tween them and their mistaken 
oppressors; the sufferings which 
call for our sympathy, in the 
scenes of our own missionary 
labour, are neither few nor small. 
With these, and other claims like 
these, we have still to demand 
the liberation of the church from 
compulsory exaction at home. 

Thus, brethren, the year which 
now opens with the beam of hope, 
spreads before you claims for ac- 
tivity that are innumerable. By 
these, it would stir us up to exer- 
tion, and raise every Christian 
soul to the elevation of devoted- 
ness. 

In these diversified and glorious 
objects every Christian, as the 
Spirit shall direct him, is left to 
choose his own peculiar labour. 
But God requires from each self- 
consecration. Men are needed 
for such occasions, whose gene- 
rous zeal can relinquish earthly 


gain and exaltation, to occupy. 


the post of danger, toil, and per- 
haps, for a time, dishonour. The 


claims that press upon our 
churches now, demand the spirit 
of ancient prophets. Let the 
churches raise their united prayer 
to God, and much time will not 
pass away before their mantles 
fall. Then, Jordan shall divide 
before us—crooked things shall 
become straight—rough places 
plain—the glory of the Lord our 
tod shall be revealed—and ‘ all 
flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
thas 

With warmest desires to render 
this Periodical increasingly useful 
in advancing every interest in 
the Denomination, the editors 
cast themselves entirely on the 
mercy of God, and the friendly 
co-operation of the brethren. 
They will thankfully receive 
all communications of gene- 
ral and denominational interest ; 
suggestions for the improvement 
of public measures, or for the ad- 
vancement of individual piety ; 
and inguiries that may serve to 
elicit truth; reserving to them- 
selyes, of course, in the use of 
what may come before them, that 
discretion which is necessary. for 
securing the confidence of their 
constituents. 

In duties which require so 
much wisdom and perseverance, 
no one should presume; but the 
editors feel their sufficiency to be 
of God. 

May his promised blessing never 
be withheld! Doctrines will then 
distil like dew; and comfort 
descend, through the smile of our 
Father, like light from the gold- 
burnished eye of morning! 
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REFLECTIONS. OCCASIONED BY THE OPENING OF A 
NEW YEAR. ~ 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


thrice happy, if realized in expe~ 
rience!) that I should feel very 
little disposition to acts of folly ; 
but, alas, I may with shame ac- 
knowledge that if Jehovah had 
not restrained me from sinning 
against him, I had, ere now, made 
awful shipwreck of faith. I once 
delighted in Christian ordinances, 
sweetly anticipated the returning 
Lord’s-days, oft resorted to the 
closet, and the Bible was the man 
of my right hand ; but now, alas, 
my soul is insipid with regard to 
these things, very little: savour of 
them rests on my mind, though 
by the duties of my profession 
they are unceasingly called for. 
What is a preacher without fer- 
vent prayer, without reading and 
meditation on the Scriptures, 
without lively delight in the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary? Ah me! 
when I compare the vast variety 
of furniture requisite to the mi- 
nisterial office, and my deficiency 
particularly of sterling piety, I 
have too much reason to fear that 
I was spurred on by vanity, to an 
engagement for which I want the 
essential qualifications, Where, 
O where, that fervent love to souls, 
that earnest affectionate regard to 
the happiness of my fellow-crea- 
tures, and to the honour of the bless- 
ed Jesus, which becomes thatoffice 
in private as in public character ? 
What criminal indifference to the 
grand object which should be had 
in view! And shall I continue, 
O thou great Eternal, thus life- 
less, barren, unfruitful 2 Wilt 
thou not put thy hand a second 
time to the work, and recover me 
from this poor, backsliding state 
of heart? Oh! remember the 
word on which thou hast caused 


Sir, 

The following reflections are’ 
extracted from the memoranda 
of a country minister, lately de- 
ceased, who was deservedly held in 
very high estimation as an able. 
and consistent minister of Jesus 
Christ. No comment on them is 
required ; they will find in the 
heart of every Christian, and | 
especially of every Christian mi- 
“ nister, many chords which will 
vibrate under their touch; nor 
can they vibrate without exerting 
an influence on the soul highly 
beneficial. Entertaining — this 
conviction, I am disposed to be- 
lieve that you wili be willing to 
give them a place in your period- 
ical for the commencement of the 
year, to which you will perceive 
they are particularly adapted. 

J 


To be a Christian is a great 
thing; still more to be a Chris- 
tian minister. Neither of these 
characters has been sustained by 
me, with that regard to the divine 
glory which ought to appear. 
When I review the little progress 
I have made in knowledge, the 
yet less in practical piety, since I 
first commenced as a disciple of 
Jesus (if ever I have done so in 
reality); when I reflect on the 
little ground gained, I had almost 
said, ground lost, in the subjec- 
tion of my lusts; when I consider 
my worldly-mindedness, my un- 
watchfulness, my deficiency in se- 
cret prayer, in fine, my criminal. 
negligence in every branch of! 
Christian duty, I may well say, 
*‘ How dwelleth the love of God 
in thee?” Where are the evi- 
dences of intense piety to be 
found? TI once thought (happy, 
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thy servant to hope. Let him not 
fall by the hands of his enemies ; 
let him not be thus destitute of 
real godliness, of love to Jesus, of 
gratitude to his great Benefactor ; 
but oh, that he may walk watch- 
fully, honourably, usefully in thy 
ways; and do thou continually 
impart the needful grace. Hold 
thou me up, and I shall be safe, 
and forbid that, after preaching to 
others, I should prove a castaway. 

Time, swiftly revolving, has 
brought me tothe commencement 
of another year ; the whole of the 
past has been marked with mercy 
and unmerited favour. Temporal 
circumstances are continued com- 
fortable ; -religious privileges are 
possessed in usual abundance. It 
is true, painful circumstances have 
occurred to disturb my peace in 
the church, and render that con- 
nexion, of all others the most im- 
portant, a source of considerable 
uneasiness. But may it not be 
asked, Is there not a cause? May 
not the unhappy difference exist- 
ing between some of us be regard- 
ed as a punishment inflicted for 
some secret evil? My soul, an- 
swer to the charge. Art thou in- 
nocent, or may not this trial, 
which is a source of painful in- 


quietude, be considered as a just 
visitation of heaven for some 
concealed folly? Has no carnal 
passion, no unhallowed disposi- 
tion, no internal backsliding, been 
evinced? Ah me! that I could 
with conscience on my side plead 
not guilty! but, alas, too true is 
the accusation, and it becomes 
me to say, I, too, have sinned. 
O for grace to live to more pur- 
pose the present year; may the 
corruptions of this depraved heart 
be subdued, and the spirit of vital 
godliness influence my every ac- 
tion! May pure devotion warm 
my heart, and earnest desire for 
ministerial usefulness rouse me 
to action in public and in private 
life. Alas, how utterly unworthy 
to sustain the character of a mi- 
nister! In what a poor, lifeless 
manner have I discharged its im- 
portant duties—how often have I 
acted under the influence of low 
and unworthy motives! Lord, 
pardon the past, and grant me in 
future thine assistance, without 
which I shall not perform a more 
becoming part. Let thy glory, 
and the benefit of my fellow-crea- 
tures, be the grand, leading prin- 
ciples of action. Amen. 


ON THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Ir is not without considerable 
hesitation that I have been in- 
duced to send for your inser- 
tion an account of some re- 
markable meetings which we have 
lately had: the hope that it may 
be useful to other churches has, 
however, prevailed over many 
considerations which would lead 
me to be silent on the sub- 


ject. For some time past, we 
have had to mourn over a want of 
life and zeal among us; we have 
had a good degree of peace, and 
have not had occasion, in a greater 
degree than usual, to have recourse 
to the discipline of the church, 
in cases of inconsistency of con- 
duct. Instances of usefulness 
also occurred, and, now and then, 
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additions were made to the church; 
but still there was a want of life, 
and energy, and success. To 
many, this state of things was a 
cause of much anxiety and pain; 
and to none more so than to the 
writer of this, to whom it occa- 
sioned many a sleepless hour, and 
a depression of spirits almost in- 
supportable. Feeling an inade- 
quacy of physical strength for 
three services on the Lord’s day, 
and desirous of trying what im- 
pression could be made on the 
mass of the population, by which 
we are surrounded, by the labours 
of a town missionary, I corre- 
sponded with a beloved friend on 
this subject, who is now secretary 
to the Baptist Home Missionary 
Society, and whose apostolic zeal 
I well knew. The plan, which I 
think might be adopted with ad- 
vantage in most towns, was this: 
I engaged to superintend the stu- 
dies of a young man, who should 
employ all his time, after about 
noon, in visiting our streets and 
lanes, from house to house, distri- 
buting tracts, praying with the 
people, inviting them to a place 
of worship, and their children to 
a Sunday-school. Mr. Roe, on 
coming to Bradford to meet his 
family, then resident for a short 
time with Dr. Steadman, Mrs, 
Roe’s father, found it necessary, 
through the illness of a child, to 
stay longer than he had intended ; 
this enabled us to mature our 
plan, fix on a young man, and 
obtain the promise of what was 
necessary to his support for one 
year. The warm and energetic 
appeals of our dear brother 
on the subject, produced a con- 
siderable effect. And the fair 
week approaching, in which 
there would be some holiday time, 
the question was suggested by 
some friends, who were alive 


to the subject, whether, as Mr. 
Roe was present, and a Baptist 
minister of the name of Thomp- 
son, from the United States, had 
just arrived, we could not hold 
some meetings with an especial 
view to the revival of religion 
among us. It was, though not 
without some apprehension as to 
the results, determined in the af- 
firmative. The church-meeting 
that evening was devoted exclu- 
sively to this object; the prayer 
was unusually fervent, the propo- 
sition met with the concurrence 
of all present, and a most delight- 
ful feeling seemed to prevail;— 
not of joy, but of tenderness; of 
deep regret for unfruitfulness and 
want of zeal, and of earnest de- 
sire for more spiritual life and ac- 
tivity. It was agreed to unite 
the ministers of all denominations 
in the town, and to request the 
neighbouring ministers to attend. 
As the mills would close for half 
the day on Wednesday and 
Thursday, December 9th and 
10th, these were to be the prin- 
cipal days on which the service 
was to commence, at two o’clock 
in the afternoon, and six in the 
evening. It was further deter- 
mined to hold meetings prepara- 
tory to those of Wednesday and 
Thursday, on Saturday evening, 
and on the Monday and Tuesday 
evenings ; and that discourses 
bearing on our object should be 
preached at both chapels on the 
Lord’s day, after the evening ser- 
vice of which, a prayer-meeting 
should be held. This arrange- 
ment was accordingly carried into 
effect; and at both places of wor- 
ship, the prayer-meeting at the 
close of the last service was at- 
tended by a considerable part of 
the congregation. The monthly 
prayer-meeting was held in due 
course at Dr, Steadman’s chapel ; 
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here several addresses were inter- 
spersed with the other services, 
and the feeling of the preceding 
meetings appeared to be deepen- 
ing and extending itself. It was 
proposed to have a prayer-meet- 
ing at five o’clock on the Wed- 
nesday morning. The Tuesday 
evening meeting, at our place of 
worship, was adjourned from the 
large vestry to the chapel. On 
Wednesday evening, by four, the 
large vestry at our place was full ; 
some addressed the meeting, and 
others prayed, spontaneously; and 
still the feeling of concern, ten- 
derness, and solemnity increased. 
At two in the afternoon, we met 
in the chapel ; every minister of 
the neighbourhood was present, 
as well as the venerable Mr. Tay- 
lor, who has recently resigned 
the pastorate of the Independent 
church, my late colleague and be- 
loved and venerated friend Dr. 
Steadman, the students of Horton 
college, and the Primitive Metho- 
dist minister of the town. A holy, 
solemn feeling seemed to pervade 
the whole meeting. It continued 
about two hours and a half. The 
addresses were particularly di- 
rected to the unconverted, and 
especially to those respected 
friends who had long attended, 
were ready to assist in every good 
work, yet “lacked one thing,” 
and were ‘ almost” Christians. 
Some persons were requested to 
speak, or pray ; others gave out a 
few verses, delivered an address, 
or engaged in prayer, spontane- 
ously. God appeared to be with us 
indeed and of a truth. The meet- 
ing was resumed in the evening, 
and a prayer-meeting proposed 
for five the next morning. This 
was crowded ; many females re- 
tired into the smaller vestry to 
hold a prayer-meeting. The ser- 
vices on Thursday afternoon and 


evening were conducted as those 
on Wednesday ; no one appeared 
weary ; the deep and humble feel- 
ing evidently was extended and 
increased. During the evening, 
a request was sent up to the plat- 
form, when the ministers were as- 
sembled, that another meeting 
should be held at five o’clock on 
Friday morning; and _ subse- 
quently, that, as our brother Roe, 
who had rendered such essential 
services, was unexpectedly de- 
tained another day, he would 
favour us with another sermon. 
Compliance was yielded to both 
these requests. 

Before five on Friday morning 
the large vestry was crowded ; and 
such a meeting I never witnessed, 
nor could well have imagined. 
I believe there was not an indivi- 
dual present whose heart was not 
touched. Those who had former- 
ly been lukewarm, those who had 
been in a backsliding state, those 
who had thought lightly of reli- 
gion, were now melted down into 
tenderness. Many of the ad- 
dresses were quite spontaneous ; 
and sometimes three or four would 
engage in prayer successively, 
without rising from their knees. 
At an early period of the meeting, 
as the vestry was crowded to ex- 
cess, many females retired into 
the smaller. vestry, with some of 
the students and others of our 
members, and there, we learnt, 
precisely the same kind and the 
same depth of feeling was mani- 
fested. On the Friday evening 
our dear brother Roe preached an 
impressive sermon, afterwards a 
prayer-meeting was held in the 
vestry, at which he took his leave 
of the people, and we ‘‘ commend- 
ed him to God and the word of 
his grace.” On Saturday evening 
I met a number of persons, whose 


‘hearts God had touched, and who 
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appeared desirous of giving them- 
selves up to the Lord. 


In this sketch I have necessarily . 


been very brief, and have been 
compelled to omit several interest- 
ing particulars. On the whole 
I beg to add a few remarks, 
Though there was much that was 
out of the ordinary course of pro- 
ceeding, there was not the least 
appearance of disorder. During 
all the meetings, there was no 


shouting, nor artificial method of 


excitement adopted; every thing 
was serious in the highest degree. 
As for myself, I must confess I 
rather acquiesced in the appoint- 
ment of these meetings, than 
urged it forward, though I was 
ready to attempt any thing that 
promised, under the divine bless- 
ing, to produce a revived state of 
religious feeling among us. 
Instead of endeavouring to work 
onmy own feelings, I was, perhaps 
too much so, very cautious. And 
I must acknowledge, that as to 


“revival meetings,” I was not. 


strongly prepossessed in favour of 
either the name or the thing. 
And to some of the earlier meet- 
ings I went in a frame of mind 
and body far from being favour- 
able to strong excitement. Nor 
do I think that my mind was so 
deeply wrought on as some; but 
I felt a fervour which I cannot 
describe, and such a concern for 
the salvation of sinners in general, 
and especially for those of my 
Own congregation, that it seemed 
as if I could almost have given 
my own soul for them. I believe 
this was general with the ministers 
present. On the Lord’s-day 
following, when I preached, there 
seemed an unusual stiliness in the 
meeting, a more than usual 
“hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness.” For the few 
days which have elapsed since, 


I have been fully engaged in 
visiting; and many and interest- 
ing are the cases in which I have 
had to impart consolation or in- 
struction, Some are weeping 
penitents, others almost distracted 
over the hardness of their own 
hearts. I have also observed a 
most remarkable difference in 
those who were present and those 
who were absent on these occa- 
sions, in the life and freshness of 
spiritual feeling, even where real 
piety seemed to exist. In our 
own members who were present 
the effects appear to be more love, 
more humility, more faith in God, 
and more zeal for his cause. In 
the addresses, I took particular 
notice that there seemed no dis- 
position to dwell on or even to 
advert to any controverted topic, 
respecting which genuine Chris- 
tians differ; the great point to 
which the minds of all seemed to 
be led was, the necessity of re- 
ceiving Christ now, without any 
delay, to guide and govern and 
save us. To allour brethren who 
assisted us we feel much indebted, 
and especially to Mr. Roe, whom 
we trust God has: raised up for 
great good to his church. Nor 
must I omit, how heartily our 
students of Little Horton entered 
into the spirit of these meetings, 
and how much we are indebted to 
them for their most zealous and 
efficient co-operation. May they 
carry the same spirit to the several 
churches to which they may be 
directed, and then they will prove 
ablessing indeed. As for myself, 
I rejoice with trembling. I pray 
that all that is good and accepta- 
ble to God in these extraordinary 
engagements may be productive 
of permanent results. We are 
now looking forward to the efforts 
of our town missionary whom we 
daily expect among us; and our 
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prayer is, ‘‘ Save now, we beseech 
thee, O Lord; O Lord, we beseech 
thee, send now prosperity.” I 
must close this rapid sketch with 
suggesting a few inquiries. Might 
not such meetings be of im- 
portant service in other places? 
Are we warranted, in the present 
state of things, in neglecting any 
means which are adapted, under 
the divine blessing, to produce 
a revived state of religious feeling 
in. our churches and congrega- 
tions? Have we not been as 
ministers too apprehensive of at- 
tempting any thing out of the 
ordinary way; and as Christians 
have we not felt too much delicacy 
in speaking to others about their 
eternal welfare, and making efforts 
for their salvation? While thou- 
sands in our immediate neighbour- 
hood will not come under the 
sound of the gospel, are we doing 
every thing we can to carry the 
gospel to them? In the dense 
population of this town I should 
- rejoice to see another missionary 
employed. I would, on the same 
plan as that before mentioned, 
willingly superintend his studies 
for one half of the day, while the 
other half should be employed in 


zealous efforts in the neighbour- 
hood. Would not a year or two 
spent in this way be a very ex- 
cellent preparation for any of our 
academies, or for the stated dis- 
charge of the Christian ministry ? 
And would not a small annual 
sum from some of the most wealthy 
disciples of the Saviour be well 
expended in this object? From 
such I should be glad to receive 
any communications, as also from 
any young man of decided piety 
and promising talent, whose heart 
glows with love to the Redeemer, 
and with an ardent desire to pro- 
mote the salvation of his fellow- 
creatures, and who would rejoice to 
spend a year or two in combining 
close application to the studies con- 
nected with the Christian ministry, 
with active usefulness. I may 
perhaps again advert to the topic 
of this letter. B. Gopwin. 

Bowling Cottage, 

Bradford, Yorkshire, 
Dec. 17th, 1835. 

*.* An account of similar meetings 
held at Lincoln’; will appear in our next 
number, and we are happy to add, that 
meetings contemplating the same im- 
portant object, are intended to be held 


at Hackney, for the particulars of which 
see our Intelligence department. 


EXPOSITORY REMARKS ON ZEPHANIAH, iu. Toles 
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« ] will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people; and they shall 
trust in the name of the Lord.”—Ver. 12. 


Tue prophet Zephaniah de- 
livered his predictions in the days 
of Josiah, not long before the 
threatened captivity of the Jews 
‘by the Chaldeans. Accordingly, 
we find him denouncing the sins 
of the people, calling them ‘to 
repentance, and holding out en- 
couraging prospects of their re- 
turn, In all this, there is a lively 
prefiguration of the operations of 


divine grace to guilty sinners, 
under the dispensation of the 
gospel. 

The text was literally fulfilled 
when Nebuchadnezzar carried 
away the Jews to Babylon, as we 
learn from 2 Kings xxv. 12, 
where it is said: “‘ The captain of 
the guard left of the poor of the 
land to be vinedressers and hus- 


bandmen;” and these, we are 
1 
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told in the 14th verse of the pre- 
ceding chapter, were ‘ the -poor- 
est sort of the people of the 
land.” 

The passage before us, how- 
ever, and the verses connected 
with it, have obviously a further 
and more important reference to 
the gospel church in all ages of 
the world ; concerning which, the 
following remarks may be of- 
fered : 

I. God has a people in the 
earth, who are left therein as a 
remnant, even in the most apos- 
tate and desolate periods. Of 
this, the apostle gives us the only 
satisfactory account that can be 
presented, in Romans xi. 4, 5, 
where the people of God are 
called “a remnant, according to 
the election of grace.” 

Guilty as all mankind are be- 
fore God, there is no reason in 
them why one should be reserved 
and saved, more than another. In 
this, Jehovah, who was not bound 
to save any, acts with infinite 
sovereignty, wisdom, and love, 
according to his own good plea- 
sure, which he hath purposed in 
himself; so that the pride and 
self-righteousness of man are 
laid in the dust, and those who 
believe in Jesus are left with 
grateful adoration to say: “ By 
the grace of God, I am what I 
am.” Let us never forget, that 
in all things God deserves, and 
must receive, the exclusive glory 
of human salvation; and that we 
can never truly appropriate and 
enjoy that salvation, till we are 
brought to this self-renouncing, 
believing, and God-glorifying dis- 
position. 

Il. The people of God are, for 
the most part, an afflicted and 
poor people. They are poor in 
spirit, humbled and chastened in 
their apprehensions of themselves, 


and of their condition and de- 
merits in the sight of God ; ever 
ready to admit as true, concern- 
ing them, the most affecting and 
humbling views of their vileness, 
which the word of God exhibits. 
They tremble at God’s word on 
account of their exposure to the 
curse of his broken law, and feel 
that the dust of self-abasement is 
their proper situation’ While 
this, however, is the case, the text 
seems rather to refer to the exter- 
nal circumstances of affliction and 
poverty, in which the people of 
God are, more frequently than 
otherwise, found. ‘Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath pro- 
mised to them that love him ?” 
Jas. it. 5. And is it not “through 
much tribulation” that we must 
enter into the kingdom of God ? 
Acts xiv. 22. The rich and pros- 
perous are not excluded; but still 
it is written: ‘¢ How hardly shall 
they that have riches,” and who, 
too frequently, though not neces- 
sarily, trust in riches, “ enter 
into the kingdom of God !”’ Mark 
M23) 24; 

Such being the general fact, 
that the people of God are an 
afflicted people, and that they do 
not ordinarily possess the riches, 
honours, and enjoyments of the 
world, it may be inquired : Why 
is it thus? Without indulging 
unhallowed curiosity, it may be 
conceived, that God hereby de- 
signs to humble the pride of the 
human heart, by casting aside 
those pomps and splendours where- 
in the eye of sense delights, on 
which the vain glory of the carnal 
heart loves to repose, and to 


which the self-dependance of hu- 


man pride vauntingly refers, as an 
adequate reason, apart from God, 
for all it possesses, and hopes to 


~ 


enjoy for ever. Besides which, 
affliction, poverty, and earthly 
privations, constitute the elements 
of that paternal discipline by 
which, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, corruptions are mor- 
tified, Rom. vil. 13, the body of 
indwelling sin is weakened and 
subdued, and the people of God 
are made partakers of his holi- 
ness; Heb. xi. 10. And, on 
the whole, it might be easily 
shown, that this providential ar- 
rangement of the external con- 
dition of the church, is adapted to 
yield an ampler revenue of glory 
to the power, grace, compassion, 
and faithfulness of God, than if 
his saints had been chiefly se- 
lected from the rich, the noble, 
and the mighty of the world. 

IIf. The most important and 
discriminating peculiarity of the 
people of God is, that they trust 
in his name. 

The grand distinction between 
saints and sinners lies here. There 
may be affliction without the mor- 
tification of sin; there may be 
poverty without humility; and both 
affliction and poverty may meet, 
and long settle in their gloomiest 
aspects over a heart which is not 
the seat of “‘ repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ ;” Acts xx. 21]. The 
truth is, that ever since the en- 
trance of sin, when men, excited 
by the flattering poison of the 
old serpent, aspired to “be as 
gods,” Gen. ii. 15, there has 
been a great controversy pending 
between God and man; Jehovah 
upholding his supremacy, and 
maintaining the righteousness of 
his government and law, as essen- 
tial to the beauty, integrity, and 
beneficence of his empire; while 
fallen, alienated man is ever aim- 
ing to grasp within the region of 
his senses, the stores and mate- 
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rials of a substantial. indepen- 
dence, so that he may be “as 
God,” haying all things within 
himself, or within his reach; and 
be at liberty to forget that he is 
a creature accountable, though 
fallen; and thus revel on in his 
pride and fulness of heart, and 
riot in all his abominations with- 
out control or retribution. But 
shall not the Omnipotent pre- 
vail? And can an alien ever re- 
turn to his rest. till he meekly 
casts himself at the feet of his 
insulted but gracious Sovereign, 
acknowledging his vileness, and 
trusting in the name of the Lord? 
To bring sinners to this position, 
is the great design of redeeming 
love, of regenerating influence, of 
the means of grace, and of all 
the arrangements of eternal Pro- 
vidence. And the imperfection 
of this confidence in God, on 
earth, is the source of the chiefest 
bitterness of all our trials; and 
the maturity and perfection of it, 
the design of our heavenly Fa- 
ther in all the chastenings of his 
rod. 

~ Here, then, the people of God 
stand out in their grand pecu- 
liarity. Whether few or many, 
rich or poor, afflicted or pros- 
perous, they trust in the name of 
the. Lord! What this includes 
cannot here be fully declared ; 
but it may briefly be stated, that 
they trust, 

1. In the word of God, as a 
complete and authoritative revela- 
tion of his will towards mankind ; 
especially of the way of salvation 
for the guilty. 

2. In ‘the atoning: blood of 
Christ, for their forgiveness and 
acceptance with God. 

3. In the all-sufficient grace of 
Christ for their sanctification, vic- 
tory over sin, and final persever- 
ance to the attainment of glory. 
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4. In the fulness of divine 
love, according to its riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus, to supply 
all their need, temporal as well 
as spiritual. 

Let each reader amplify these 
hints in the retirement of the 
closet. And if any are “ desolate, 
Tet them trust in God, and con- 
tinue in supplications and prayers 
night and day;” 1 Tim. v. 5. Do 
we trust, in the manner described, 
in the name of the Lord? Let 
us examine ourselves, whether we 
be in the faith; so that we may 
realize our personal interest in the 
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blessings of salvation. Are any 
lamenting the want of this con- 
fidence in God, or the weakness 
of their faith? It is encouraging, 
that the trust they need is a mat- 
ter of gracious promise: “ They 
shall trust in the name of the 
Lord.” 


‘* Jesus, to thee I breathe my prayer ; 
Reveal, confirm, my interest there : 
Whate’er my humble lot below, ' 
This, this, my soul desires to know. 


‘* Oh let me hear that voice divine 

Pronounce the glorious blessing mine : 

Enroll’d among thy happy poor, 

My largest wishes ask no more.” 
Truro. 


BC; 


WARNING TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Tue writer’s interest in the wel- 
fare of his younger brethren has 
been powerfully revived, on learn- 
ing that some of them had so- 
lemnly observed the anniversary 
of their admission to Christian 
communion ; and he has thought 
that a brief memorial of above 
forty years’ sore conflict may be- 
come a beacon to warn all who 
read it, and who will have similar 
enemies, within and without, to 
encounter : and if what he relates 
be blessed of God, to induce but 
even one of them so to watch and 
pray as to escape the sorrows 
which the writer’s heart has 
known, and can never cease to 
entertain, he will consider such 
an event as an ample reward of 
this humble attempt to do them 
a kindness. ‘The tale is one that 
calls for mourning, lamentation, 


and woe; but may not be the less | 


useful on that account. 

The writer’s childhood was 
passed in an obscure village, in the 
midst of ignorance, prejudice, and 
wickedness of no ordinary charac- 


ter and extent; but the Spirit of 
the Lord appears to have begun ta 
strive with him very early: he 
remembers the spot where, at 
eight years old, he wept on ac-~ 
count of sin; for he was even then 
favoured with very vivid percep- 
tions of moral right and wrong, 
which, strange as it may appear, 
have never left him,but have grown 
with his mental growth to this 
day. His youth was sober, moral, 
and so blameless as to be held up 
as a pattern to others; but his 
heart knew not God. Yet, con- 
scious of many defects, at about 
fourteen he composed and wrote 
an evening prayer, imploring par- 
don for the oe of the aya Bue: 
after some use, finding no wish to 
leave off the sins he confessed, he 
burnt the prayer, conscious of 
the absurdity of using it in such 
a state of mind. Years after 


| this, the reading of some evan- 


gelical books opened tohis mind 
quite a new world of thought. 
Studying with a view to the mi 
nistry in the established ebareh 
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in which he had fair prospects, 
he was brought acquainted with 
the principles of dissent, which he 
very soon adopted; and being 
always disposed, above all things, 
to follow out his own views, on 
reading some evening about the 
love of Christ, by which he was 
affected in a manner impossible 
to be described, he came to an 
almost immediate resolution, at 
once to leave all his friends, re- 
latives, and church prospects, and 
to cast in his lot among dis- 
senters, by whom he was re- 
ceived with great kindness and 
respect. In the midst of a zea- 
lous, and useful, and reputable 
profession, he was often troubled 
with a consciousness of defects, 
that indicated to his vivid per- 
ceptions that all was not right, 
though, with the exception of 
occasional ebullitions of passion, 
no one could lay sin to his 
charge. During fourteen years 
he exercised the office of a Chris- 
tian pastor, in the duties of which 
he was indefatigable, sometimes 
preaching four or five times on a 
Sunday, and frequently walking 
to preach at distant villages, after 
working hard all day, that he 
might not be burdensome to any 
one. His people were his study, 
almost day and night; he made 
himself intimately acquainted with 
their mental perceptions, and with 
the workings of their affections 
under all sorts of circumstances. 
Of two thousand discourses which 
he addressed to them, he finds it 
difficult to recollect an instance 
in which the tenor of the discourse 
had_ no reference to some known 
movements of the mind and of 
the heart among his hearers. He 
watched, wept, and prayed for 
almost all he knew; and his mi- 
nistry was remarkably successful 
in the immediate circle of his in- 


timacies ; and man extraordinary 
conversions took place under cir- 
cumstances the most unpromising: 
in the villages. No joys were to 
him like those with which his bo- 
som glowed when sinners wept 
and prayed, and gave themselves 
up to the Lord; no griefs came 
so heavy on his heart as when 
promising buds were blighted, or 
professors fell into sin—he felt 
indescribable grief on such occa- 
sions, Yet it is very possible, 
that in all this he was more an- 
xious to promote his own views, 
than to advance the glory of the 
divine perfections, though he cer- 
tainly intended the benefit of his 
fellow-men. By the most pious 
and intelligent of his ministering 
brethren he was held, however, in 
very affectionate estimation. Thus 
was his mountain made strong, 
and it appeared as if he should 
never be moved. All thisis written 
to exemplify the awful fact, that 
no vividness of moral perception 
—no costly sacrifices—no glow- 
ing zeal—no successful exertion 
—no spotlessness of reputation, 
can insure soul prosperity, if the 
Holy Spirit be grieved and with- 
draw his influences. 

The reader has seen the sincere 
and zealous professor beloved, 
respected, and useful, possessing 
all the common elements of per- 
severance in well-doing. How 
came he into an awful state of 
backsliding? Here is the secret 
cause ;—let the reader study it, 
search his own heart, and keep 
it with all diligence, being aware 
of its aptitude to depart from 
God:—In the midst of all this 
energy in public work, and in 
cultivating others’ gardens, the 
writer of these pages kept not his 
own vineyard—he watched not 
over his own heart! | Preaching 
and praying every where, —in the 
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chapel—in the family—in sick 
chambers—in rooms where peni- 
tents breathed their sorrows,—he 
rarely prayed alone, and in refer- 
ence to the state of his. own 
mind. When Providence removed 
him from the discharge of pastoral 
labours, his own heart lost its 
most cherished feelings, and be- 
came painfully empty, swept, and 
garnished.* The consequences 
were extremely natural, and no 
less awful. Notwithstanding the 
vivid perceptions referred to, the 
heart became embittered, scep- 
tical, and past feeling; and his 
most astounding offences were 
especially such as his vivid per- 
ceptions of moral beauty should 
have rendered most abhorrent. In 


these circumstances, when he be- | 


gan to come to himself, no Chris- 
tian, no minister, would hold any 
conference ‘with him about spi- 
ritual things, though he sought 
for such communion far and near 
with much anxiety. At length 
he thought of one, whose sym- 
pathy with human sorrows brought 
him down from heaven to endure 
the cross, and despise the shame, 
for the joy which he anticipated 
in relieving them. To Him the 
backslider applied, prostrate in 
sorrowing hope, as to one know- 
ing intimately all the particulars 
of his dreadful case; and who 
ever sought the risen Saviour’s 
help in vain? The writer regards, 
as the most extraordinary oceur- 
rence he has ever seen or heard 
of in the religions world, the re- 


eS 


* « Empty”—void of any object inte- 
resting to the affections. <* Swept”— 
every interesting association driven 
from the mind. . ‘ Garnished’’—con- 
ceited murmurings, proud resentments, 
and all uncharitableness, cleaving to 
the affections, and inviting all manner 
of evil spirits, 7 


- 
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storation of feeling to a heart so 
hardened by sin. He cannot 
complain of any of his heavenly 
Father’s dispensations; the fault 
has been all the sinner’s own ; 
and the mercy is entirely of Him, 
who delighteth to forgive and to 
restore. When the heart is bro- 
ken, and he sinks down, ashamed 
and confounded, prostrate before 
God, it appears to the sorrowing 
soul that the Redeemer’s merits 
and sufferings, a sacrifice of a 


| sweet-smelling savour unto God, 


are sufficient to justify his right- 
eousness in forgiving the sinner, 


| and restoring him to a right mind, 
| This is a sweetly soothing view of 
}our Father’s delight in showing 


mercy; but, awaking from the 
torpid insensibility of a back- 
slider, who has been filled with 
his own ways, produces such a 
stinging sense of folly and of 
guilt, as leads a recovering con- 
science to feel with the royal pe- 
nitent, ‘‘ Surely I am more brut- 
ish than any man.” It is true 
that grateful meltings of the 
heart towards a. forgiving God, 
and a consciousness of restored 
sympathies and sensibilities, with 
glowing anticipations of a bliss- 
ful likeness to the Redeemer, 
often soothe the broken-hearted. 
penitent into a humble joyous- 
ness and elevation, eliciting affec- 
tions of a character vastly supe- 
tior to what any excitements. of 
the intellectual powers, or any 
of the gratifications of sense, can 


confer; so that he can sing :— 


Not all the joys our senses taste, 
Nor all that intellect can know, 

Could make me so divinely blest, 
Nor raise my cheerful passions so. 


Of this deliverance I will boast, 
Till all who are distrest, 

From my example, come to Christ, 
And take the promised rest. 
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Nevertheless, let a crippled sol- 
dier be credited, when he affirms, 
sorrowfully, that broker bones 
are serious evils, and a broken 
heartmore painful still. It is no tri- 
fling affair for a once beloved and 
honoured Christian, in his declin- 
ing days, to live under a consci- 
ousness of being suspected, avoid- 
ed, and repulsed, at the very time 
when his best affections are re- 
covering to a more than youthful 
tenderness and thirst for commu. 
nion with renewed hearts, recog- 
nizing a saddening perception, 
all the while, that he is become a 
useless cumberer of the ground in 
the gospel vineyard, and must 
live and die an unprofitable ser- 
vant. Yet such are the inevi- 
table fruits of backsliding. It is 
an awful, it is a horrible thing, 
to decline from serving God in 
all the ways of a holy life; and 
the remembrance of thousands of 
neglected and for-ever-gone op- 
portunities of honouring God and 
doing good to man, cannot be 
otherwise than grievously pun- 
gent recollections; and not the 
less so when the Father of mer- 
cies manifests his forgiveness 
through the appointed propitia- 
tion for sin. 

However such a state of things 
may be deprecated,» it cannot be 
averted : whatever may be the per- 
sonal consciousness or the rela- 
tive position of the several classes 
of redeemed sinners in a future 
state, where ALL tears are wiped 
away; in the present world 
the conservation of the welfare 
of Christian. society, as well 
as that of every other portion 
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of the human family, requires 
such consequences, however pain- 
ful, to follow injurious déelinquen- 
cies. Let the younger branches 
of all Christian communities be 
aware of their danger; watch over 
the peculiar propensities of their 
own hearts, praying always for 
their habitual subordination to the 
revealed will of God, and take 
heed that they grieve not the 
Holy Spirit by a self-neglecting 
or a self-seeking walk, whatever 
may be its external expression. 
“ Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall,’—and 
if some sad example to warn and 
scare be wanting, THINK OF ME, 

Thereis an alternative; and, it is 
feared, it is the most common por- 
tion of backsliders from Christian 
profession. They often arrive at a 
state of mind in which they hate 
the profession they have disgraced, 
and scorn the pretensions which, 
in their own case, appear to have 
been deceptive. It is impossible 
to renew them ‘again to repent- 
ance, by any of the ordinary mi- 
nistrations of the truth as it is in 
Jesus; and the God of all mercy, 
who confers restoring influences 
at his pleasure, saith, respecting 
such characters, ‘* Let them alone!” 
Their interest in eternal things 
never awakens, till it bursts upon 
them beyond the grave, with in- 
calculable legions of gnawing re- 
collections and burning regrets, 
for ever increasing, and beyond 
all remedy. Say in thine heart, 
reader, ‘‘ O my soul, come not 
thou into their secret; unto their 
assembly, mime honour, be not 
thou united,” 
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POETRY. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF A DEPARTING CHRISTIAN’S ADDRESS 
TO HER CHILD. ’ 


Thou wilt not grieve, dear child, for me, 
When I shall sweetly sleep, 

From sin, and death, and scrrow free: — 
My darling will not weep. 


Thou wilt not mournfully desire 
That I could still be near, 

When He shall bid me “‘ come up higher,” 
Whose voice I wait to hear. 


But thou wilt think how peacefully 
Thy mother takes her rest ;— 

Repose more sweet than thine could be, 
When pillowed on her breast. 


Thou wilt not for her sufferings mourn, 
Nor cast thy spirit down ; 

The dying pillow has a thorn— 
So had the Saviour’s crown! 


And when those waters shall be crost, 
Which may awhile divide, 

Thou wilt not deem thy mother lost, 
Though on the distant side. 


Our Father’s house is there, my love, 
And many mansions too ; 

I to my heavenly home remove, 
And there I'll wait for you. see 


ON THE ENTRANCE OF A NEW YEAR. 


Another transient period gone, 

And lo! another year begun ! 
How swiit the seasons fly ! 

My grateful tribute here I raise 

To God, the guardian of my days, 
And source of all my joy! 


Preserved by Thy almighty hand, 
Tn life’s precarious path I stand, 
Encircled by thy care ; 
But hadst thou strictly marked my 
sin, 
Long ere this period I had been 
In darkness and despair. 


With deep contrition, at thy throne, 
My great unworthiness [ own, 
O! the least blessing given ; 


Thy power prolongs my fleeting breath, 
Thy grace redeems my soul from death, 
And gives the hope of heaven. 


To Thee I consecrate my days, 

And yield the guidance of my ways 
To thy paternal love: 

May each revolving season show 

My heart is weaned from all below, 
Ard fixed on things above. 


Then let my mortal powers decay, 
And future years fly swift away, 
To bring the promised rest ; 


| Cheerful I'll quit this dark abode, 


Hail the bright vision of my God, 
And be for ever blest ! 


Hackney. G 
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Slavery in America; or an Inquiry into 
the Character and Tendency of the Ame- 
rican Colonization and the Anti-Slavery 
Societies. By William Jay. With an 
Introduction to this Edition. By S. H. 
Cor, D.D., Late of New York, and 
now Professor of Sacred Literature in 
Auburn College. Edited by Joun 
Morisey, D.D. pp. 198.—Westley 
and Co, 

It has been to us matter of sincere 
regret that we have not been able, at 
an earlier period, to call the atten- 


tion of our readers to this most im- 
pressive and important publication ; 
and we now assure them that they 
will do us no more than simple jus- 
tice by concluding, that until now 
we have been prevented by other and 
unavoidable engagements. 

The subject of West Indian Sla- 
very has been so thoroughly dis- 
cussed, exposed, and execrated in 
this country, that were it not for 
certain atrocious efforts to aggra- 


Review.—Slavery in America. 


vate the dying anguish and protract 
the expiring throes of the detested 
monster, any allusion to it, ex- 
cept for the purposes of congratula- 
tion and gratitude, would, by this 
time, have become unseasonable and 
injudicious. Alas! not soin America 
—that land whose vaunt is liberty, 
but many of whose cultured vales 
still echo the driver’s lash, and 
convey far distant the agonizing 
groans of thousands yet in igno- 
miny and chains. Slavery finds in 
America its secret supporters and 
its open advocates ; itfindsthem, too, 
(oh, pudor !) in Christian assemblies, 
and their official instructors. Slave- 
holding members, slave-holding dea- 
cons, and slave-holding ministers !— 
can such a state of things be contem- 
plated with any other feelings than 
those of the deepest regret, and the 
most entire abhorrence? Let itnot 
be supposed that there are none in 
America who lift up their voice 
against this crying abomination. 
America has its Anti-slavery soci- 
eties; violently opposed, it is true, 
but yet, with generous heroism, vi- 
gorously pushing forward their be- 
neficent designs, which we earnest- 
ly hope are destined to obtain, if 
not speedy, yet the fullest accom- 
plishment. 

Many kind-hearted persons on both 
sides of the Atlantic have allow- 
ed themselves to be imposed upon 
by the specious pretexts, and plau- 
sible statements, of the ‘‘ Coloniza- 
tion Society ;” the tendency of 
which, it now but too plainly ap- 
pears, israther to rivet the fetters of 
the slaves, and perpetuate the dread- 
ful traffic in human beings, than to 
release the captive, or to terminate 
the system to which his sufferings 
and his wrongs must be ascribed. 
The excellent author of the work 
before us completely lays open the 
chicanery of this Institution, and 
irrefragably proves its worse than 
useless existence as to either any ac- 
tual or prospective advantage to the 
slave. “We recommend,” says 
this benevolent writer, ‘‘ the follow- 
ing reasoning to the future judicial 
apologists of the Black Act. 


“His (the negro’s) lips are thick ; 
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his zygomatic muscles, large’ and full— 
his jaws, large and projecting—his chin, 
retreating—his forehead, low, flat, and 
slanting—and, as a consequence of this 
latter character, his eye-balls are very 
prominent, apparently larger than those 
of white men; all of these peculiarities at 
the same time contributing to reduce 
his facial angle almost to a level with 
the srure. If, then, itis consistent with 
science to believe that the mind will be . 
great in proportion to the size and figure 
of the brain, it is equally easy to suppose 
that the acknowledged meanness of the 
negro’s intellect, only coincides with 
the shape of his head ; or in other words, 
that his want of capability to receive a 
complicated education, renders it impro- 
per and impolitic that he should be 
allowed the privileges of crrizENsuiP in 
an enlightened country.’ ‘The author is 
an ultra-colonizationist ; and the conclu- 
sion to which he arrivesis, ‘ Let the 
blacks be removed, nolens volens, from 
among us.’”’ p. 40. 


Another advocate of the Coloni- 
zation Society is introduced speak- 
ing thus,— 


«« He was not one of those (however 
desirable it might be, and was, in abstract 
speculation) who looked to the com- 
plete removal of slavery among us. If 
that consummation were to be considered 
feasible at all, it was at a period too re- 
mote to warrant the expenditure of any re- 
sources of contemplation or contribution 
now. The progress of slavery was sub- 
jected to the action of a law of the ut- 
most regularity of action. Where this 
progress was neither stayed nor modified 
by causes of collateral operation, it has- 
tened with a frightful rapidity, dispro- 
portioned entirely to the ordinary law 
of the advancement of population, to 
its catastrophe, which was repletion.” 
Doo. 


After reciting a number of ap- 
palling facts concerning American 
slavery, our author thussums up :— 


Such ‘is American slavery ;—a system 
which classes with the beasts of the 
field, over whom dominion has been 
given to man, an intelligent and account- 
able being, the instant his Creator has 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life. Over this infant heir of immor- 
tality no mother has a right to watch, no 
father may guide his feeble steps, check 
his wayward appetites, and train him 
for future usefulness, happiness, and 
Torn from bis parents, and sold 
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in the market, he soon finds himself la- 
bouring among strangers, under the 
whip of a driver, and his task augment- 
ing with his ripening strength. Day 
after day, and year after year, is he 
driven to the cotton or sugar field, as 
the ox to the furrow. No hope of re- 
ward lightens his toil; the subject of 
insult, the victim of brutality, the laws 
of his country afford him no redress ; 
his wife, such only in name, may at any 
moment be dragged from his side ; his 
children, heirs only of his misery and 
degradation, are but articles of mer- 
chandise ; his mind, stupified by his op- 
pressors, is wrapped in darkness; his 
soul, no man careth forit; his body, worn 
with stripes and toil, is at length com- 
mitted to the earth, like the brute that 
perisheth, 

‘“« This is the system which the Ame- 
rican Anti-slavery Society declares to 
be sinful, and ought therefore to be im- 
mediately abolished ; and this is the 
system which the American Colonization 
Society excuses, and which it contends 
ought to be perpetual, rather than that its 
victims should enjoy their rights in the 
white man’s land,’” p, 130. 

The determined hostility and vi- 
rulent opposition which the Anti- 
slavery Society had to encounter 
in this country, will, by some indi- 
viduals at least, be long remember- 
ed. Those who, in connexion with 
its benevolent operations, were 
most decided, active, and persever- 
ing, were honoured by having their 
motives suspected, their exertions 
condemned, and their characters 
traduced ; but they nobly weather- 
ed the storm, regardless alike of 
the whinings of timid friendship, 
and the vociferations of venal oppo- 
nents ; and are now, by their sympa- 
thies and efforts, anxiously seeking 
to aid those in America who have 
embarked in the same glorious en- 
terprise, and who are passing to 
the achievement of their sublime 
object, even through an ordeal more 
intense and appalling. Who could 
have imagined that in that country, 
for so many years the refuge of the 
oppressed and persecuted, the 
friends of our common humanity, 
employed only in discussing and 
advocating the cause of its civil and 
religious freedom, would be ex- 
posed to neglect, calumny, and in- 
sult? 


Review, 


Slavery in America. 


‘One of the most usual terms,”’ says 
this respectable writer, “‘ by which abo- 
litionists are designated by their oppo- 
nents, is ‘ the fanatics.’ It seems they 
are fanatics because they believe slave: 
to be sinful; the grounds of this belief 
have been already stated. But is the 
sinfulness of slavery a new doctrine? 
Is Wilberforce to be denounced as a 
wretched fanatic, because he declared, 
‘Slavery is the full measure of pure, un- 
sophisticated wickedness ; and, scorning 
all competition and comparison, it stands 
alone without a rival in the secure, un- 
disputed possession of its detestable 
pre-eminence,’ ”’ p, 136. 

Again: 

““We have not yet exhausted the 
proofs of the alleged fanaticism of abo- 
litionists. It seems they are fanatics, 
for wishing to elevate the blacks to a 
civil and religious equality with the 
whites. Certain colonization editors 
deny to abolitionists, as we have seen, 
the constitutional rights of the freedom 
of speech, the press, and the pulpit, and 
even of peaceably assembling together 3 
and multitudes seem to think that they 
have forfeited the protection of the 
ninth commandment. Men of all ranks 
have united in charging upon them de- 
signs which they indignantly disclaim, 
and in support of which, not a particle 
of evidence has been or can be ad- 
duced. One of the designs falsely im- 
puted to them, is that of bringing about 
an amalgamation of colours by inter- 
marriages. In vain have they again 
and again denied any such design. In 
vain have their writings been searched 
for any recommendation of such amalga- 
mation, No abolitionist is known to 
have married a negro, or to have given 
his child to a negro ; yet has the charge 
of amalgamation been repeated, and re- 
peated, till many have no doubt honest- 
ly believed it. 

“‘ During the very height of the New 
York riots, and, as if to excite the mob 
to still greater atrocities, the editor of 
the Commercial Advertizer asserted that 
the abolitionists had < sought to degrade’ 
the identity of their fellow-citizens, as 
‘anation of white men, by reducing it 
to the condition of moncrets,’ ” p. 138, 


Concerning this said dreaded 
contact of black and white, did not 
the dictates of a sound discretion 
prohibit, we could “‘a tale unfold,” 
which, if it did not overwhelm some 
of these affected advocates of un- 
mingled purity, might at least con- 
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vince those to whom they have 
whispered their insinuations, that 
their delicate sensitiveness is not 
always paramount to their vicious 
inclinations. 

“Tt is not enough,” adds Mr. Jay, 
“that abolitionists should be represent- 
ed as fanatics ; it has been deemed ex- 
pedient to hold them up to the commu- 
nity as incendiaries and traitors. The 


chairman of the executive committee of | 


the New York Colonization Society, thus 
speaks of the Anti-slavery Society, in 
his paper of the 9th of June, 1834. ‘The 
design of this Society is, beyond a doubt, 
to ferment a servile war in the south ; 
they have been heard to say, blood must 
be shed, and the sooner the better. This 
Society owes its existence, not to the 
love of liberty, or to any particular affec- 
tion for the slaves, but to cruel and 
bitter hatred, and malignity.? In an 
earlier paper he accused abolitionists of 
seeking to use the pulpits ‘ for the base 
purpose of encouraging scenes of blood- 
shed.’ 

«« Here we find the most atrocious de- 
signs imputed to men well known in the 
community for active benevolence and 
private worth ; and yet not a scintilla of 
evidence is offered in support of the ex- 
traordinary fact, that such men should 
harbour such designs. In this case, 
the accused can of course offer only ne- 
gative proof of their innocence. That 
proof is to be found first, in their indi- 
vidual characters ; secondly, in the fact 
that many of the abolitionists are em- 
phatically peacemen, that is, they hold 
the quaker doctrine of the unlawfulness 
of war, and maintain that it would be 
sinful in the slaves to attempt effecting 
their freedom by force of arms; and, 
thirdly, in the fundamental principle of 
the Society, that they will never in any 
way countenance the oppressed in vindi- 
eating their rights by resorting to phy- 
sical force; and fourthly, in the fact 
that abolitionists, as such, have in no 
instance recommended or committed an 
‘act of unlawful violence.” p. 140. 

“Chancellor. Walworth, one of the 
most estimable citizens, and the highest 
judicial officer of the state of New York 
alluding to the emancipation to be effect- 
ed by Colonization, remarked, ‘ The 
emancipation, however, to which this re- 
solution directs our attention, is not that 
unconstitutional and dangerous emanci- 
pation contemplated by afew visionary 
enthusiasts, and a still fewer reckless in- 
cendiaries umong us, which cannot be 
effected without violating the rights of 
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property secured by that constitution 
which we have sworn to support; that 
emancipation which would arm one part 
of the Union against another, and light up 
the flame of civil war in this now happy 
land.’” p, 142, 


After the enumeration of these 
and other accusations, the author 
says, 

“Now, to all these charges, and to each 
and everyone ofthem, the members of the 
Anti-slavery Society plead nor Guitty, 
and desire to be tried by God and their 
country. But, alas! no trial is vouch- 
safed to them; judgment has already 
been given, and execution awarded 
against them, without trial, and without 
evidence, solely on the finding of a vo- 
luntary and irresponsible inquest. All 
they can now do is to ask for a reversal 
of the judgment, as false and illegal, 
cruel and oppressive.” p. 144. 


Perhaps we shall be told that 
there are difficulties to be removed, 
interests to be secured, and differ- 
ences to be harmonized, before this 
great question can be finally adjust- 
ed, and the slave be elevated to the 
enjoyment of his natural rights, 
and the possession of those privi- 
leges of which he ought never to 
have been deprived. We confess 
we are far enough from believing 
this; but were so much to be ad- 
mitted, we should instantly ask, 
Where are the bona jide plans of 
emancipation ? In what stage of their 
progress may they now be regarded? 
and what is the earliest date at 
which it shall be said to the mil- 
lions of the bound, ‘‘ Go free?” The 
compassionate eye which surveys 
the insults and injuries inflicted on 
multitudes of unoffending human 
beings, weeps over the unmitigated 
misery of the sufferers; while the 
afflicted ear is oppressed with the 
groanings of the prisoners, and the 
cries of helpless infancy. Butit is, 
in some degree at least, relieving to 
consider that this subject is not only 
every day becoming better under- 
stood, but also that there is in ex- 
tensive operation a spirit of deep 
and earnest sympathy with the op- 
pressed and despised African, which 
will not rest until his wrongs obtain 
redress, and he be placed in a condi- 
tion to realize the blessings of ra- 
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tional existence, and perform the du- 
ties of civil and social life. 

Every person wishing to under- 
stand this absorbing subject, should 
read this most interesting publica- 
tion. 


The Psalmist ; a Collection of Psalm and 
Hymn Tunes, suited to all the Varieties 
of Metrical Psalmody ; consisting princi- 
pally of Tunes already in General Use 
for Congregational Worship ; newly Har- 
monized for Four Voices, with a Separate 
Accompaniment for the Organ or Piano- 
forte. The greater part by Vincent 
Noverzo. Parts I. and 1I.—London : 
J. Haddon, and all Music and Book- 
sellers, 

The science of music has of late 
years been cultivated as one of the 
most influential means of national 
refinement; it has formed a part of 
the education of the junior members 
of our families; and, in after life, 
has been followed as affording a 
high species of domestic gratifica- 
tion. Many family circles have ac- 
quired so great a proficiency in the 
science, that its practice has formed 
an attraction sufficiently strong to 
supersede most foreign sources of 
entertainment ; and yet, with these 
advantages, scarcely any improve- 
menthas been effected in the practice 
of psalmody as forming a part of 
public worship. Many who can 
sing well enough at home, in the 
church are silent, because they feel 
no sympathy with what passes under 
that name in the house of God. 

This evil, we apprehend, is to be 
traced higher than to the incapacity 
of those who are in the habit of con- 
ducting this part of public worship: 
it is as much owing to the improper 
style of music adopted, as to any 
fault of the practitioners. The far 
greater part of the composers of 
modern times, under the pretext of 
infusing what is called life and ex- 
pression into their music have 
vitiated the public taste. Instead 
of that calm and harmonious ex- 
pression in which the essence of 
devotional singing consists, the 
melodies of most modern composers 
are nothing more than a number of 
light and rapid movements, urging 
the performers, by continued breaks 
and repetitions, to a kind of bois- 
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terous declamation, without the 
least harmony, and at the utmost 
removefrom any thing like devotion. 
The true end of this part of divine 
service,—the inspiration and ut- 
terance of devout and holy feelings 
towards the great Object of worship, 
could never for a moment have been 
appreciated by those who have thus 
misled the public taste and feeling. 
On this subject the Compilers judi- 
ciously state in their preface :— 


“The apparent simplicity of the 
genuine psalm tune seems to have se- 
duced these persons into the serious 
mistake of supposing themselves capable 
of composing in that style, and the still 
more grievous error of imagining that 
they could improve upon it. So pro- 
lific have they proved, and such has 
been the extent of their influence, that 
they have not only succeeded in banish- 
ing from many places of worship the 
noble compositions of the fathers of 
English Psalmody, but, by closely oc- 
cupying the ground with incessant 
novelties of the same spurious order, 
have deprived the legitimate musical 
talent of the present day of almost 
every chance of successfully developing 
itself in this description of music. That 
some of these pseudo-musicians had 
taleut enough to compose a pleasing 
melody, it would be unjust to deny; and 
had they confined themselves within the 
sphere of their capabilities, modestly 
placing their compositions in the hands 
of persons skilled in the science of 
Choral Harmony, to be arranged in a 
manner fit for public performance, there 
would have been much less ground for 
complaint than at present exists. - But 
itis a lamentable fact, that many of the 
compositions referred to, which haye 
unfortunately gained an extensive popu- 
larity, prove their authors to be not onl 
destitute of musical knowledge, but 
equally incapable of appreciating that 
spirit of devout and humble reverence 
which should ever characterize our 
devotional engagements.” 


To remedy this evil in our con- 
gregational psalmody, itis necessary 
to ascend to the cause from which 
it mainly springs. Those light and 
frivolous airs against which there 
lies so just cause of complaint, must 
be superseded by others more con- 
sonant with a spiritual state of fee}- 
ing, more simple, more solemn, 
more devotional; airs which shalt 
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admit of more melody and ex- 
pression in the counterpoint, and 
the entire effect of which shall be in 
harmony with the other parts of 
divine worship. Such appear to 
have been the motives in which the 
publications before us have origi- 
nated. 

“To rescue this heavenly part of public 
worship from a state so unsuited to its 
legitimate character and object; to re- 
call and induce a relish for the chaste 
and dignified style of our ancient 
psalmody ; to invest that psalmody with 
such additional attractions as are deriya- 
ble from modern harmony, without in- 
juring its essential qualities ; and to 
introduce to more general notice the 
works of modern composers of estab- 
lished reputation; who have adopted 
that style as their model, are the prin- 
cipal designs of the present publication, 
In the prosecution of these objects, the 
Compilers have availed themselves of 
every source to which they could obtain 
access; and they believe the selection 
now offered to the public, will be found 
to be enriched with some of the finest 
tunes of ancient times, together with a 
great variety of compositions of a later 
date, which, presenting the same charac- 
ter of solemnity, possess no slender 
claims to the attention of those who 
have hitherto regarded a pleasing melody 
as an indispensable requisite,” 

To what extent the Compilers of 
this work have succeeded in accom- 
plishing the objects they proposed, 
will, of necessity, be variously ad- 
judged : of the importance of the ob- 
jects themselves, there can be but 
one opinion. Without pretending to 
any extensive acquaintance with 
musical science, we cannot help fear- 
ing this work will be condem:ed by 
many for this simple reason, that 
this style of musicis somewhat more 
difficult of performance than that to 
which they have been accustomed. 
The harmonies are uniformly con- 
structed on a balance of parts, and 
can only be appreciated when sung 
precisely as they are written. They 
do not consist of a repetition of 
those common-place, monotonous 
chords with which every pretender 
to musical composition is familiar ; 
discord intervals are more freely al- 
lowed; and in those tunes which 
admit of it, there is a character and 
expression in the counterpoint va- 
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rying according to the character of 
the melody, and requiring on the 
part of the performer a delicacy 
of ear and feeling, beyond what is 
called into requisition by the vul- 
gar class of hymn tunes. On this 
ground we expect these harmonies 
will be condemned in many quar- 
ters, unless the practitioners should 
have the voice, the ear, and the 
patience to master them. 

We have heard this work ob- 
jected to, because of the liberty 
taken with some of our old and fa- 
vourite airs, which have descended 
to our times with the rust and sa- 
credness of antiquity upon them ; 
just as in poetry, the works of 
Chaucer, and Milton, and Watts 
have survived a thousand authors, 
who have ‘“ lived their brief hour?’ 
in public notice. Perhaps there 
may be some force in this objection. 
An alteration in a psalm tune, after 
it has been once acquired by a con- 
gregation, if it be not an improve- 
ment, becomes a serious injury. 
We know that many of these fa- 
vourite tunes were originally written 
by the composers in one or to 
parts only, and that the arrange- 
ments for four voices have been 
added by other hands; but still we 
would submit to the Compilers, whe- 
ther these favourites might not have 
been received into the collection in 
their own venerated habits without 
being moulded and fashioned into 
modern costume, however rich or 
attractive that dress may be? 

Another objection we have heard, 
relating principally to the first part, 
is the want of variety in the style of 
the counterpoint. Whatever respect 
we may have for the talents of Mr. 
Novello, there is a uniformity in 
nearly all his compositions which 
cloys, just as a feast would do, 
if we sat down to one every 
day. This to a considerable ex- 
tent is remedied in the second 
part ; but it so happens, that in the 
first a very large proportion of the 
old and favourite airs had been in- 
troduced, and being harmonized by 
one hand, a monotony is given to 
the whole, the effect of which is far 
less pleasing than it might have 
been, 
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Perhaps we ought not to antici- 
pate at present a very extensive be- 
nefit from the publication of this 
music: it is taking a step too far 
in advance atonce. A considerable 
time must elapse before such a work 
as this will be appreciated; and 
longer before it will be brought into 
general practice. The Compilers, 
however, deserve high praise for 
the pains they have taken ; and if 
our private families, where music is 
taught, would invariably adopt this 
arrangement in their practice, ina 
very few years it might be intro- 
duced into our places of worship 
with great propriety and effect. We 
perceive it is not a private specula- 
tion, undertaken with a view to emo- 
lument; but the profits, like those 
arising from our New Selection of 
Hymns, will be devoted to purposes 
of Christian charity. This is as it 
should be. Publications so inti- 
mately connected with the public 
worship of God, and which in a 
Imanner are forced upon our con- 
gregations when once introduced, 
ought to be public property, and 
the profits devoted to public advan- 
tage. This feature in the under- 
taking cannot but commend it to 
the esteem of every true lover of 
Zion. 


The Excitement, or « Book to induce Young 
People to read. 1836,—Whitaker and 
Co. 

The New Year’s Token ; or Christmas Pre- 
sent.—Darton and Son. 

The Historical Keepsake, §c., &e. Second 
Series. Edited by Joux Watson 
Darsy.—T, Hurst. 

Fisher’s Juvenile Scrap- Book. By Bernarp 
Barton. 1836.—Fisher and Co. 


It has been said that “some of 
the annuals have had their day ;” 
it may be so: but others are spring- 
ing up, and aspiring to the honour 
of having their day too; among 
these, the above-named are entitled 
to the most honourable notice. 

The Excitement answers to its 
name, and appears well fitted to in- 
spire ataste for reading, which all 
agree is of the highestimportance to 
the youthful mind; it saves from 


many pernicious evils at a critical 
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period of life, and the habit early 
formed may lead to the most noble 
results. 

The Historical Keepsake has the 
same general object in view, in 
which ‘ truth takes the colour, and 
wears the garb ofromance.” We per- 
fectly agree with the editor in the 
opinion, that our own English histo- 
rical stores are ‘‘rich and varied, 
and extensive to admiration.” 

The New Year’s Token contains, 
with many other pretty things, three 
papers from the prolific pen of our 
friend the Rev. B. H. Draper, which 
we have read with great pleasure. 
The editor warmly recommends the 
recent invention of Mr. Baxter in 
oil colour painting, which is said to 
be but in its infancy, but may proba- 
bly hereafter lead to improvements 
that will please and surprise all the 
lovers of the fine arts. 

Mr. Bernard Barton’s’ work’ will 
certainly be a favourite with our ju- 
venile friends who are familiar with 
his name; and who has not heard of 
the poet who belongs to the “Society 
of Friends ?” Like Cowper, he some- 
times condescends to write at the 
suggestion of others, and we trust 
he will be long spared to write for 
the benefit} of the young, and the 
edification of those who are in riper 
years. 

Mr. Barton appears to be pre- 
eminently the poet who brings back 
to the aged among his readers, the 
recollections of their childhood. 
And though this little volume 
was intended to amuse the young, 
the amiable poet has not forgotten 
to intersperse some grave and 
weighty things, 

*‘ Whose memory still retains 
Some hold upon the heart in after life,’’ 


The following lines are of this 
description :-— 


‘* And thus, in storms more drear and 
dark 
Than those the elements can bring, 
When on the sea of life our bark 
Seems tossed, a helpless, hopeless 
thing ; 


Should Hope, with faith instinctive, cling 
To Him whose love is every where, 
The shadow of whose outstretched wing 

Can make all peace and stillness there. 


Brief Notices. 


For sorrow’s tempest, trial’s storm, 
Adversity’s dark, cloudy day, 
Were meant, like those whose frowns de- 
form 
Of nature’s charms the fair array, 


To bid us seek in Him ourstay, 
Whose might is in our weakness shown; 
Who in the whirlwind, has his way, 
And in unclouded light, his throne,” 
p. 55. 


Cruciana. _ Illustrations of the Most 


Striking Aspects under which the Cross of 


Christ, and Symbols derived from it, have 
been contemplated by Piety, Superstition, 
Imagination, and Taste. By John 
Holland.—Hamilton and Co. 


This elegant work is divided into 
eighteen short chapters. The Cross 
—Jesus Bearing his Cross—The 
Cross of Christ—The Superscrip- 
tion of the Cross—The Christian’s 
Cross—Glorying in the Cross—The 
Sign of the Cross—the Baptismal 
Cross—The Image of the Cross— 
The Wars of the Cross—The Stan- 
dard of the Cross—Public Crosses 
— Memorial Crosses -— Church 
Crosses—Mortuary Crosses—The 
Cross of the South—Fancy Crosses 
—Adoration of the Cross.” 

Mr. Holland places before us an 
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abundance of antiquarian lore, 
mixed with Catholic superstition, 
It may be amusing, and should be 
more than amusing to the pious 
mind, to look back three or four 
hundred years, to a period when 
the figure of the cross would meet 
the eye in all places. 

It is but justice, however, to say 
that the author has inserted some 
fine passages from M‘Laurin’s ce- 
lebrated sermon on “ glorying in the 
cross; and from Flavel’s ‘‘ Foun- 
tain of Life.” Dr. Young exclaims, 


“‘ Religion! thou the soul of happiness, 

And, groaning Calvary, of thee: there 
shine 

The noblest truths ; there, strongest mo- 
tives sting ; 

There, sacred violence assaults the soul; 

There nothing but compulsion is forborne. 


And in another place :— 


“Talk they of morals? O thou bleeding 
Love! 
Thou maker of new morals to mankind, 
The grand morality is love of thee.” 
Night 4. 


We ought not to forget saying 
that the printer and the engraver 
have performed their parts admira- 
bly. 


BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Believer’s Triumph over Sin and 
Death. A Sermon, preached October 11, 
1835, in New Park Street Chapel, South- 
wark ; occasioned by the Deathof William 
Bousfield, Esq. By Charles Room. pp. 42. 
Ward and Co.—It frequently occurs, 
that the Christian minister is scarcely 
invested with the pastoral character be- 
fore he is called to perform one of the 
most painful duties of his office. A 
valuable member of the community is 
removed by death; and the congratu- 
latory sounds accompanying the or- 
dination are speedily succeeded by 
expressions of regret and sorrow in- 
duced by a funeral solemnity. We 
sympathize with Mr. Room in his 
being so soon called to such a service; 
but we hope the publication of this dis- 
course, to which it has given occasion, 
will be made exceedingly useful, not 
only to the mourning family and the be- 
reaved church, but to all who have an 
opportunity of perusing it, The preacher 


selects as his text, 1 Cor. xv. 55—57. 
He considers this striking passage as 
directing attention ‘to the instrument 
by which death exerts its destructive 
power—‘The sting of death is sts?” to 
““the source from whence it derives its 
fatal energy—‘ The strength of sin is THE 
Law :’” and “ to the medium of the be- 
liever’s triumph over sin and death— 
‘ Bur THanks BE TO GoD, WHICH GIVETH 
US THE vicrory THROUGH ouR LorpD 
Jesus Curisr.’”? These views of the 
subject are confirmed and illustrated 
with considerable force and perspicuity ; 
and the sermon concludes with a re- 
spectful notice of the deceased, and an 
affectionate address to the surviving 
family. Did our space permit, we 
could give several pleasing specimens of 
the author’s manner ; but we hope the 
whole will be seen generally by our 
readers. We would respectfully inti- 
mate, that we think the style might be 
improved by greater simplicity. 
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An Examination of Dissent ; exhibiting 
its Causes, Advantages, Evils, §c., &c. By 
Theron. L. and J. Seeley—An able 
pamphlet, which may be read with ad- 
vantage by both churchmen and dissen- 
ters. The writer, though a warm and 
zealous Episcopalian, objects strongly 
to some things in the Establishment. ‘If 
churches were built and filled—if ad- 
vewsons were purchased and well em- 
ployed—if pluralities were abolished— 
if the liturgy were revised—if terms 
were held out to dissenting ministers— 
it is not unreasonable to suppose, that 
the church would immediately, although 
at first imperceptibly, increase in 
strength; while dissent, in proportion 
to that increase, would decay; than 
which there could scarcely be a greater 
blessing to the country.”—p. 50. 

The Spread of the Gospel the Safeguard 
of England. A Sermon, preached in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Walbrook, Oct. 4, 1835. 
By the Rev. George Croley, LL.D. James 
Duncan, Paternoster Row.—Very learn- 
ed, eloquent, animated. Dr. Croley 
shows from history, that every attempt 
to propagate the Scriptures has been 
followed by a national blessing. In 
some of his speculations on prophecy 
unfulfilled, we cannot concur. 

A Mother's Replies to an Inquisitive 
Child, relative to the Character and Mis- 
sion of Christ. By Mary Barton, pp. 54, 
Ward and Co.—On such subjects chil- 
dren should be encouraged to inquire ; 
and by parents, that they may suitably 
answer, they must be closely and de- 
voutly considered. If they cannot, with 
Mary Barton, reply in verse, let them in 
prose; and we should prefer the an- 
Swers being, as much as possible, in the 
language of Scripture. 

Selection of Parochial Examinations re- 
lative to the Destitute Classes in Ireland, 
from the Evidence received by His Majes- 
ty’s Commissioners for Inquiring into the 
Condition of the Poorer Classes in Ireland. 
By Authority. pp. 430. Milliken and 
Son.—The examinations published in 
this volume relate principally to deserted 
and orphan children—bastardy—widows 
with young children—impotent through 
age—sick poor—able-bodied out of 
work—vagrancy. Much of the poverty 
and distress described in these autho- 
rized investigations, we could confirm 
by personal observation; but how is 
effectual and permanent relief to be 
afforded to Ireland? This inquiry, with 
a view to its being carried out into 
practical influeuce, may be supposed to 
occupy, at this time, the deepest atten- 
tion and the most benevolent efforts of 
all her friends, 
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The Evidence for Infant Baptism ; being 
the substance of a Sermon, By the Author 
of “ Notitie Lude,” &c. pp. 32. Jack- 
son and Walford.—We do not remember 
ever to have seen a pamphlet more 
adapted to promote the cause which it 
seeks, in vain, to oppose. 

The Young Christian’s Protestant Me- 
morial, &c., &c. By Thomas Timpson. 
Wightman.—This is, {in some respects, 
by far the best account we have seen of 
the Third Centenary of the Reformation, 
and the celebration of the fourth of 
October, 1535. Mr. Timpson’s inquiries 
are extensive and minute, and (what is 
too often neglected) he has been careful 
to give his authorities. The frontis- 
piece, which is highly interesting, has 
been taken from an engraving in the 
possession of W. Wilson, Esq. There 
is another painting of the same subject 
in Dr. Williams’s library, Red Cross 
Street. 

Holy Scripture the Test of Truth; an 
Appeal to its Paramount Authority, against 
certain Passages in Dr. Hancock’s *« De- 
fence ;” and in the Writings of Barclay 
and Penn. By Richard Ball. pp. 118. 
Hamilton, Adams, and Co.—In this age of 
investigation, No man nor body of men 
must be permitted to suppose, that their 
principles can escape scrutiny. . And if 
the ‘‘appeal” be but plainly made to 
the “paramount authority,” whatever 
of truth may be found among oppos- 
ing parties, has nothing to fear. It is 
because we wish the prevalence and in- 
crease among the “ Friends ” of ‘ what- 
soever things are true,’’ and ‘ whatso- 
ever things are lovely,” that we cannot 
help regarding, with peculiar interest, 
the discussions which, at this time, are 
going forward in their circle. And it 
is on this account, that we would invite 
attention te this calm, sensible, and upon 
the whole, we think, scriptural per- 
formance. We are glad to observe, that 
it is evidently becoming too late, in 
matters of religious faith and practice, 
to cling to mere human authority ; and 
we sincerely hope, that the reference to 
the ‘oracles of truth” may be unequi- 
vocal and universal. 

The Biblical Cabinet, &c.,&c. Vol. X. 
Syntax of New Testament Dialect. Thomas 
Clark, Edinburgh ; J. G. and F. Riving- 
ton, London.—fhis interesting volume 
is from the pen of Moses Stuart, Pro- 
fessor at Andover; and contains, in an 
Appendix, a dissertation on the Greek 
article. We know not which to admire 
most, the profound erudition of this ce- 
lebrated man, or the modesty with which 
he writes, 
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OBITUARY. 


MR, JOHN WEST, OF DUBLIN. ‘ 


This estimable man was, from the 
commencement of the Baptist Irish So- 
ciety, a most valuable agent in assisting 
and promoting its operations. After 
he resigned his official connexion with 
the Baptist church in Dublin, he applied 
himself more exclusively to the con- 
cerns of the Society, and rendered it 
very important service in various ways. 
When he wrote the following brief ac- 
eount of his life, and sent it to the la- 
mented Rev. J. Ivimey, he did not ex- 
pect to survive him. But there is an ap- 
pointed time for man‘upon the earth, and 
Mr.West lived more than a year after the 
valuable minister to whom he committed 
the account of himself, which is here pre- 
sented to the reader. He departed this 
life July 13th, 1835, having nearly com- 
pleted his eighty-first year. 

In the manuscript referred to, he says, 

«‘T was born in the. year 1754, at 
Soham, in Cambridgeshire. My mother’s 
name was Maulden,who was the daughter 
ofan Independent minister at Royston,in 
Cambridgeshire, and her brother was 
minister at Burwell, in the same county. 
My parents were of the middle class, 
and I hope both of them pious; they 
attended the ministry of the Rev. John 
Eve, at Soham, to which place they con- 
strained me to go, though I felt in my 
heart strong prejudice against Mr. Eve, 
As I grew in years, I increased in my 
attachment to sinful habits ; at the age 
of 15 I was ungovernable by my parents, 
and felt a great delight in gaming, cock- 
fighting, &c. ; when reproved by my pa- 
rents, my wicked heart rose in rebellion, 
for I was determined to proceed, if dam- 
vation was the end. I well remember 
my dear mother’s words after having re- 
proved me for my sins, and found I was 
hardened in them; she said, ‘John, I 
had much rather follow you to the grave, 
than see you proceed in such a course of 
life,’ but my wicked heart refused to 


hear the solemn warnings, though of a | 


most tender mother. 

I do not recollect that any sermons, 
or reading of the Scriptures, made any 
impression on my mind. I thought I 
could indulge in sin while young, and 
when old, become religious, and so be 
hapy at last. 


When I was about 16 years old, it 
pleased God to arrest my progress in 
sin. Karly one morning I awoke with 
those words deeply impressed on my 
soul, ‘O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in me is thine help,” Hos. 
xiil, 9, Light accompanied the words ; 
I saw my sins were great, by them I 
had destroyed myself, that God would 
be just to send me to destruction ; but I 
was soon filled with pleasure, for in God 
there was help. I thought it very strange 
that any Scripture should impress me 
thus. The following day the words re- 
sounded in my mind, and every time 
new light attended them; I saw the 
evil of my conduct, and the plague 
of my own heart; I was ashamed and 
confounded before God, and began te 
pray for mercy for Christ’s sake, In 
this state I continued about two months, 
but my love to former sins was not yet 
destroyed. Whilein this state, I was 
informed by a person, that in a village 
two miles from Soham a match had 
been made for fighting game-cocks, at 
which all my passions were roused ; I 
said, What must I do? Shall I give up 
all my former pleasures, in which I have 
so often been gratified? My conscience 
replied, ‘ Yes,’ it is cruel sport, the peo- 
ple who meet at these sports are all 
wicked characters; if I go, God will be 
angry with me. At length I determined 
to enjoy my pleasures for a few years, 
and afterwards to attend to religion, but 
fer the present endeavour to stifle all my 
convictions, and serious thoughts about 
it. Accordingly, I attended and saw 
the battle, and afterwards went into the 
public house, but found no pleasure 
there, my mind being filled with horror, 
as if I heard a voice saying, What 
doest thou here? Will the Almighty 
bear with such wickedness? There was 
awful oaths, and blaspheming the name 
of God. I verily thought, if I continued 
there, the earth would open, and swallow 
meup, and where should I then be? 
With my mind thus terrified, I left the 
house, and set off to Soham: about the 
midway I made a full stop, and said, If 
Lhad continued, I might have conquered 
those convictions ; that I was a fool for 
coming away ; I will return again, for J 
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am determined notto yield, But as I was 
half way home, and the sport was 
over, I concluded for that time to give 
it up, but that in future I would persist 
and overcome all my convictions. Scon 
after this I went again into wicked com- 
pany, with a determination to get rid of 
my convictions, and tried to exceed. all 
the company in wickedness. When] re- 
turned home I was seized with such hor- 
ror of mind, that I lay prostrate on the 
ground. I thought | had committed the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, and was 
tempted to destroy myself. After some 
time a gleam of hope entered my mind ; 
then I began to pray, and weep bitterly, 
to abhor myself before God for the bold 
attempt I had made to resist him. My 
stubborn will was subdued, attachment to 
criminal pleasures was now destroyed, 
and the love of holiness inspired my 


- breast, God was pleased to speak peace 


and pardon to my wounded spirit. In 
the year 1770, I joined the Baptist 
church at Soham, then under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. John Eve, who 
soon after resigned his office. Tho 
church was in a low state, the meeting- 
house was rented; Mr, J. Diver, of 
Isleham, Mr. Fuller, and I, went to the 
landlord, and engaged to pay the rent 
for six months, to see how Providence 
might provide for the church. As the 
church could not pay the expense of 
ministers to preach, Mr. Diver and 
Mr, Fuller expounded the Scriptures on 
the Lord’s day for, I believe, the space 
of a year and a half, until it appeared to 
the church that Mr. Fuller possessed 
gifts promising for the ministry, Ac- 
cordingly he was called by the church 
to preach the gospel, and to continue 
his ministry to the church at Soham to 
which Mr. Fuller agreed. The congre- 
gation soon increased, sinners were con- 
verted, and our prospects became very 
encouraging, 

After some time, the church requested 
Mr Fuller to accept the pastoral office, 
which having duly considered the subject, 
he did. Soon after, I was appointed by 
Mr. Fuller, at the church’s request, to be- 
come one of the deacons of the church, 
to which I agreed, and continued in that 
office during Mr. Fuller’sresidence at So- 
ham, When Mr. Fuller removed to Ket- 
tering, the church at Soham was left des- 
titute of any supply, being unable to pay 
the expense. Fearing the ruin of the 
church and congregation, I yielded to 
Mr. Fuller’s earnest request, together 
with that of the church, to exercise 
my gift on the’ Lord’s day. In 
about two years, they gave me a 


call to the ministry, which, with 
prayer and much trembling, 1 accepted. 
Having preached about two years 
longer, I was invited to the pastoral 
office, which I declined, but continued 
to preach until a supply could be 
procured, I received an invitation to 
visit the Baptist church at Carlton, in 
Bedfordshire, and after preaching six 
months, was ordained pastor. The Rev. 
A. Fuller addressed me ; and the Rey. 
Mr. Emery, the church."I resided at Carl- 
ton six years, when unhappily some of my 
warmest friends became my bitterest 
enemies. I then resigned the pastoral 
office. The most respectable members of 
the church held a meeting in my house, 
at which they proposed to build a new 
meeting at lurvey, 2 miles distant, and 
advance my salary £10 per annum, if I 
would continue with them. My reply 
was, to divide the church would be an 
important step, but that I would consult 
Dr, Ryland, Mr. Sutcliff, and Mr. 
Fuller, and act accordingly; they 
thought it would be bettter for me to 
leave Carlton, which I did, and Dr. Ry- 
land, of Bristol, recommended me to 
Wantage, in Berkshire, at which place I 
continued sixteen years. Towards the 
close of that period, Antinomian senti- 
ments prevailed inthe town, and Mr. 
Huntingdon, of London, sent a preacher 
to Wantage ; I thought it my duty to 
quit,which I did in May, 1820; I spent 
six months in Waterford ; removed 
to Dubliu, and preached to the church 
meeting in Swift’s Alley, during thirteen 
years; when, through age and infirmity, 
I resigned the pastoral office. 

When I review my past life, I see 
much to humble me before God; yet 
I hope, through the grace of God, my 
life has not been altogether useless: I 
have reason to believe that my poor ser- 
vices have been blessed to the conversion 
of many souls, 

I reflect with pleasure that I was one 
of the number of ministers who met at 
Kettering,to form the Baptist Missionary 
Society, and since 1 have beenin Dublin, 
I trust my labour in the commencement 
and progress of the Baptist Society for 
Ireland, has not been in vain. 

I have for many years been accustom- 
ed to devote my birth-day to self-exami- 
nation, humiliation, confession, and 
prayer. In looking over my papers, I 
find they contain much confession of 
sins, and humiliation before God, which 
would be of no use to the public.” 

If the subject of this obituary made 
any addition to the above ‘account 
afterwards, it has not come to our 
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knowledge. During the last few 
years of his life, he was repeatedly vi- 
sited by distressing paroxysms of a 
most painful malady ; by the operations 
of which, he was finally released trom 
this suffering state. The Rev. H. Ford, 
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the pastor of the church in Dublin, to 
which Mr. West formerly ministered, 
preached his funeral sermon in the pre- 
sence of raany who knew and highly 
respected the deceased. 
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DENCMINATIONAL STATISTICS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


I beg to express the obligation I feel to 
the Compilers of the statistical account 
of our churches you have given in the 
supplement to the Magazine; and think 
it must be highly gratifying to the De- 
nomination at large, to have in one view 
such an interesting document. 

But, Sir,-there are two things con- 
nected with it which, in my mind, are 
much to be regretted. The first is, the 
incompleteness of the list. I do not con- 
sider this is the fault of the Compilers, 
who must have had great trouble in do- 
ing what they have done. I have had 
some experience of the difficulties of 
collecting such details, and know well 
where to lay the blame ; but why should 
individuals, from a censurable indiffer- 
ence, neglect to furnish materials for so 
important an object, when every one 
ought to feel as much interest in furnish- 
ing information as the Compilers would 
have felt in receiving it? Those who 
have been guilty of neglect must be 
ashamed when they look over the list 
with the numerous blanks it exhibits, 
and when they read your note attached 
to it. 

The other complaint I have to make 
is, at the number of churches in the 
list which are unconnected with any 
Association. This is by no means cre- 
ditable to such churches, nor honourable 
to us as a denomination. In these 
days, the Christian church cannot afford 
to be so divided and disjointed; nor can 
any church be justified in taking up so 
independent a position. If achurch be 
numerous and strong, it ought to be 
associated for the sake of those that are 
weak; and if a church be weak and fee- 
ble, it ought to be associated for the 
sake of those benefits which it may de- 
rive from such a connexion. 

I consider, there must be something 
suspicious in the circumstances of 
a church which is unconnected with 


an Association ; and I trust, the tim 
will soon come, when all respect 
able churches, however small, shall be 
united in local Associations; then shall 
it be found “how good and pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 

I rejoice in your anticipations of fur-- 
nishing a more complete list at a subse- 
quent period ; and would suggest, that 
early in the ensuing year, previous to 
the annual meeting of the various Asso- 
ciations, the Compilers should send a 
circular to the secretaries, with ruled 
columns, similar to the plan adopted re- 
cently by the Baptist Building Fund, 
requesting them to obtain, in their seve- 
ral localities, the necessary information 
for correcting the list you have now 
given; at the same time, let a strong 
appeal be addressed to the pastors of 
our churches, through the medium of 
the Magazine, urging them to furnish 
the necessary information. By these 
means, I would hope, a tolerably correct 
list might be secured. 

A Counrry Pastor. 
December 10, 1835. 


HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCI, PRES- 
COTT, DEVON, 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

As the statistics of our churches are 
exciting considerable interest in the De- 
nomination, I venture to offer, for your 
pages, the following brief account of 
the Baptist church at Prescott, Devon. 

Prescott is a small village, seated on 
the edge of a pleasant valley, watered 
by the lively rivulet called'the Culm. 
Some years ago it was much better 
imhabited than it is now; the- po- 
pulation was both more numerous 
and more respectable. At that time a 
serge manufacture was briskly carried 
on in the neighbourhood; and several 
families, whose property was embarked 
in that trade, resided at Prescott. Now, 
the village contains but few houses. 
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The progress of machinery has dispersed 


the majority of its inhabitants; and the | 
labouring class of the remnant that is | 


left, it has deprived of their indepen- 
dence. Hence, a visitor in these parts 
must not be ‘surprised to hear the im- 
provements of modern times denounced 
as needless and mischievous innovations. 
Could our villagers have had their way, 
they would long since have given an 
opiate ‘to the Genius of the empire. 
But Science, as she advances to enrich 
and ennoble the world, cannot but tram- 
ple under foot a few in the rapidity of 
her march, 

I have made these observations, to 
bespeak the candour of the reader to- 
wards the friends of the Baptist cause 
in this place. The declension, which 
this narrative will discover, must not 
altogether be attributed to an abatement 
of religious zea] in the people, but in a 
great degree to the diminution of their 
strength. 

The early history of the church at 
Prescott is blended with that of Upot- 
tery, a village seven miles distant, 
where the father of the venerable Dr. 
Rippon laboured long and usefully. The 
memoranda of our church-book inform 
us, that Baptists were known here dur- 
ing the Protectorate; and that they 
went, with many others, from greater 
distances to Upottery for divine wor- 
ship, It is said, they were by no means 
Strangers to persecution for conscience’ 
sake ; and this may easily be credited, 
for only so far back as the time of Top- 
lady, the parents of some of our Chris- 
tian friends, in order to go without 
molestation to Broad Hembury, to hear 
that celebrated clergyman, were obliged 
to steal away from their homes before 
break of day. It is not churchism 
which worldly bigots so much love, 
nor dissent which they so much hate ; 
but it is the doctrine of the cross, 
firmly believed, and zealously practised, 
that, both in the church and out of its 
meets with their supreme abhorrence, 
The fathers of our little society often 
assembled in desert places to render 
united praises to their Lord; and that 
they might do so with the greater confi- 
dence, they chose the darkest night, as 
well as the wildest hill, or most lonely 
wood. 

When Jeffereys, urged. on by his 
wrong-headed, Jesuitical master, came 
into the west, some of them endured 
a great fight of affliction: the agents 
or abettors of the judge seem to haye 
sought eagerly after one named Rad- 
ford ; and he scarcely eluded their pur- 
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wool, eg 

About the year 1700, the Baptist bre- 
thren met for divine worship in a farm- 
house calledOld Hall,in this parish, Here 
they continued fifteen or sixteen years ; 
and the number of the disciples® being 
increased, it was thought desirable and 
necessary to build a meeting-house, 
A gentleman of the name of Cook 
made a grant of land, and assisted with 
his own hands in the erection of the 
building, which was finished in 1718. 
The ground given by Mr. Cook afforded 
space for the meeting, for stables, for a 
garden and orchard, and also for a large 
burymg-place. This house was taken 
down in 1785, and the present one 
opened by Mr, Alsop in 1786. 

For some years jafter the erection of 
their first meeting-house, the church 
was peaceable and prosperous; but 
about 1728 grievous contentions arose 
amongst the members, some saying, ‘ I 
am of Paul,” jand fothers, “I am of 
Apollos.” The minority insisted on re- 
taining the minister of their choice, Mr. 
Bowshar; and the other, and larger 
party, with their pastor, Mr, Chamon, 
sought another resting place. Mr. Cook 
held with the minority, and at length he 
took Bowshar to his own house, entirely 
left the meeting, and carried his resent- 


| ment to the grave, ordering in his will 


that his body should be buried in his 
garden, Mr, Chamon and his friends, 
having returned to the meeting, con- 
tinued to labour in love for the welfare 
of the cause. 

Prescott was not yet constituted an 
independent church ; but, like Collump- 
ton and others, was a branch of Upot- 
tery. Mr. Chamon administered the 
Sacraments, and otherwise acted as pas- 
tor in the several places in succession ; 
but was assisted in his pulpit duties by 
brethren denominated “teaching elders,.”” 
The church here was regularly organized 
in 1745; and the services on that occa- 
sion were conducted by the Rey. Isaac 
Hann, 

The church at Collumpton was formed 
in the same year. The oversight of the 
church at Prescott was committed to 
three of the members, who had pre- 
viously sustained the character of «teach- 
ing elders.” The first pastor of the 
church, after its separation from Upot- 
tery, was Mr. John Gillard; who was 
ordained in May, 1765. The Rev, Hugh 
Evans, of Bristol, gave the charge; and 
Mr. Day, of Wellington, preached to 
the people. For a long time previous 
to the settlement of Mr. Gillard, the 
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ehurch was distracted with a contro- 
versy about singing. Some thought, 
that this exercise ought to form a part 
of the worship of God; but most of the 
old people could not be induced to tole- 
rate it. When the psalm or hymn was 
read, they would rise and depart, as if 
to escape from some fearful profanation 
of God’s house. George Whitefield, who 
occasionally preached here when visit- 
ing his friend Mr. Darracott, of Wel- 
lington, was the first person who broke 
in upon the customary mode of worship, 
and ventured to give out a hymn; and 
at a church-meeting, in July, 1754, ‘it 
was agreed to have singing once after 
every sermon.” 

Mr. Gillard remained at Prescott till 
1771, and then removed to Yeovil. Mr. 
Gillard was succeeded by Mr. Wood, 
who laboured with fidelity for a year, 
and then left for Salendine Nook, in 
Yorkshire. Mr. Symonds then preached 
here a few months, and baptized twenty 
persons, the fruits of his predecessors’ 
ministry. The church being again des- 
titute, application was made to Bristol 
academy, and Dr. Evans sent them Mr. 
Joseph Alsop; who preached his first 
sermon here onthe 22nd of August, 
1773.. When Mr. Alsop entered on his 
charge, the church consisted of sixty 
members, and the congregation, of about 
four hundred persons. The number of 
members increased considerably under 
Mr, Alsop’s ministry, but there is no 
record of the total amount. Mr. Alsop 
finished his useful and honourable life in 
April, 1786, in the forty-second year of 
his age. He was an amiable man, and 
‘‘ faithful preacher and pastor to this 
church.” 

The successor of Mr. Alsop was Mr. 
B. Vhomas, who left Upton-on-Severn 
and came to Prescott in July, 1786 ; and 
during his protracted ministry, especi- 
ally in the early parts of it, God gave 
him many souls for his hire, Mr. Tho- 
mas was superapnuated in 1830, and 
died in Wales, at the beginning of the 
present year. 

In 1831 Mr. William Gabriel, from 
North Curry, came to Prescott , and 
died on January 11th, of this year. 

One or two other particulars, and I 
have done. The church at Uffculm was 
formed of members separated from Pres- 
cott in 1810; and the church at Hem- 
yock, of members separated in 1833. 
This old interest has been long on the 
decline. Some of the causes, to which 
this state of things is to be ascribed, 
were wholly beyond the control of men ; 
and as for the others, we do better to 
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weep over them, than to narrate them, 
The ministers, whose names follow, 
were encouraged and sent into the sacred 
oftice by this church : 

John Radford (died young); John 
Gillard, minister of Prescott and Yeo- 
vil; Nicholas Gillard, of Collumpton ; 
Daniel Gillard, (it is thought) of Wan- 
tage; Thomas Smith, (it is thought) of 
Hammersmith; Thomas Langdon, of 
Leeds; John Fry, of Coleford; John 
Wood, of Uffculm ; Samuel Tapscott, of 
South Shields; Alexander Henderson, 
of Belize; and last of all, 

Your obedient servant, 
Wituram Barnes, 
Prescott, Dec. 9, 1835. 


AUSTRALIA. 


On the cover of our number for 
December, our readers may have ob- 
served an advertisement relating to this 
new colony, concerning which arespect- 
ed correspondent writes to us as follows: 

“Tn every new colony it is important 
that emigrants of religious character 
should be encouraged to locate there, 
especially when there is every disposition 
in the parties who have the direction of 
its affairs, to foster the institutions of 
religion, and promote the moral and 
religious welfare of the colonists: there- 
fore I hope that the Editors of your 
valuable Magazine will insert some para- 
graph in the body of the work, which 
may draw attention to the undertaking. 

To this intimation we deem it un- 
necessary to make any addition ; and 
taken in connexion with the advertise- 
ment, it affords a sufficient clue to further 
inquiry to those persons who may be 
disposed to emigrate. 


——— 
BAPTIST CHURCH, EXETER, 


We beg respectfully, through the: 
medium of your Magazine, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the undermentioned 
sums, in answer to our appeal to the 
numerous churches of the Denomina- 
tion to whom our circular was ad- 
dressed, and our sincere thanks for 
the cheerful and sympathizing manner 
in which they have been contributed. 

We are apprehensive that our appeal 
will not realize our expectations ; and 
that our plan, though easy and feasible, 
willin a great measure fail. We were In 
hopes that our.own exertions, aided by 
the Christian benevolence of other 
churches, would have enabled us to have 
settled our chapel, to the sacred cause 

{ 
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of our dear Redeemer, free from any 
debt, for which purpose it was necessary 
to raise at least £1000. Weare sorry to 
say that at present we have (including 
the undermentioned sums) but £470, 
and before the end of another month, 
the purchase-money must be paid. We 
therefore trust that those churches who 
have not replied to our appeal, but who 
have the means of assisting us, will 
without delay transmit their contribu- 
tions either to Mr. W. Davies, All- 
hallows Court, Exeter (by a post-office 
order), or to Messrs. Hanbury, Bankers, 
60, Lombard’ Street, London, to our 
account with Messrs. Sparks, General 
Bank, Exeter. 

E. Buxton, 

J. Roresron, > Deacons. 

W. Davies, 


Contributions received. 
At Hanbury’s : cE 
per J. Chapman. ‘ 
Goldhill. 
Tritton, 
G. Wright, Beccles, 
W. Matthews, 
Whitchurch. 
J, Smith, Astwood. 
J. W. Simmons, Leices- 
ter. 
R, C. Chapman, Barnsta- 
ple. 
Hefford. 
W. Robinson. 
Donation. 
Baptist Church. 
T. C. Keene, Pershore. 
J. Edwards, Nottingham. 
T. Thomas, Bampton. 
C, Filiott, Minehead. 
H. Howell, Chelmsford. 
W. May, North Curry. 
C. Busby, Crediton. 
T. Clarke, Truro. 
W. Hawkins, Derby. 
T. Coles, Bourton. 
H. Mursell, Leicester. 
W. Lush, Calne. 
J. Edwards, Clapham. 
Mr. Pollard, per do. 
C. Poulton, Reading. 
—. Torquand. 
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OATHS ABOLITION ACT. 


On the 12th of June an Act was 
passed for the abolition of certain oaths 
therein contained. On the 9th of Sep- 
tember this Act was repealed, and the 


following are the enactments of the new 
Act of the said 9th of September :— 

The first clause refers to and repeals 
the Act of the 12th of June. 

2. Enacts that in any case whereby 
any Act or Acts made or to be made, re- 
lating to the revenues of customs or 
excise, the post office, the office of 
stamps and taxes, the office of woods 
and forests, land revenues, works and 
buildings, the war office, the army and 
pay office, the office of the treasurer of 
the navy, the accountant general of the 
navy or the ordnance, his Majesty’s 
treasury, Chelsea hospital, Greenwich 
hospital, the board of trade, or any of 
the offices of the principal secretaries of 
state, the India board, the office for au- 
diting the public accounts, the national 
debt office, or any office under the con- 
trol, direction, sor superintendence of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
sury, or by any official regulation in any 
department, any oath, previously re- 
quired on the doing of any act, matter, 
or thing, or for the purpose of verifying 
any book entry or return, or for any 
other purpose whatsoever—the Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, or any three 
of them, if they shall so think fit, may 
substitute a declaration in lieu thereof. 

3. Such declaration to be inserted in 
the London Gazette, and to take effect 21 
days afterwards. 

4, After the said 21 days’. notice, no 
oath to be administered, in lieu of which 
a declaration has been substituted. 

5. False declarations, relating to the 
revenues of customs or excise, stamps 
and taxes, or post office, to be a misde- 
meanour, 

6. Oath of allegiance still to be re- 
quired in all cases. 

7. Oaths in courts of justice, or on 
summary convictions before a Justice of 
Peace, to continue to be taken as before 
the passing of this Act. 

8. Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, and all other bodies corporate 
and politic, and all bodies now by law or 
valid usage authorized to administer an 
oath, may substitute a declaration in 
lieu thereof. 

9. Churchwardens’ and sidesmen’s 
oaths abolished; and a declaration that 
they will faithfully and diligently per- 
form the duties of their office, to be made 
in lieu thereof, 

10. Declaration substituted for oath 
by persons acting in turnpike trusts, 

11. Declaration substituted for affi- 
davit heretofore required on taking out 
a patent. 

12. Declaration substituted for oaths 
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required by Acts as to pawnbrokers. 
Penalties as to such oaths to apply to 
declaration. 

13. Justices of the Peace, from and 
after the commencement of this Act, 
not to administer oaths or affidavits 
touching matters whereof they have no 
jurisdiction or cognizance by statute, 
except any matter touching the preser- 
vation of the peace, or the prosecution, 
trial, or punishment of offences, or 
touching proceedings before Parliament, 
or to oaths required by the laws of any 
foreign country to give validity to instru- 
ments in writing, designed to be used in 
foreign countries. 

14. Declaration substituted for oaths 
and affidavits, previously required by 
the Bank of England on the transfer of 
stock. 

15. Declaration substituted for oaths, 
previously required in 5 Geo. II. c. 7. 
for the recovery of debts in the King’s 
plantations and colonies in America; 
and in 54 Geo, III. c. 15, for the re- 
covery of debts in New South Wales. 

16. Declaration in writing sufficient 
to prove the execution of any will or 
codicil. 

17, Suits on behalf of the King to 
be proved by declaration. 

18. Voluntary declarations in the form 
in the schedule may be taken, making 
false declaration a misdemeanour. 

19. Fees on oaths payable on deelara- 
tions substituted in lieu thereof. 

20. Declarations to be in the form 
prescribed by the schedule. 

21. Persons making false declaration 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanour. 

22. Act to take effect from and after 
Ast October, 1835. 

Schedule referred to by the foregoing 
Act :— sy 

I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely 
declare, that ————-and I make this 
solemn declaration, conscientiously be- 
lieving the same to be true, and by 
virtue of the provisions of an Act made 
and passed in the year of the 
reign of his present Majesty, intituled— 
[here insert the title of this Act.] 

The provisions of the Act apply to all 
the declarations which may be substi- 
tuted in lieu of any affirmation. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CHURCHES UNDER 
THE PASTORAL CARE OF THE REV. DRS. 
cOX AND HOBY. 


The Baptist churches of Mare Street, 
Hackney, under the pastoral care of the 
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Rev.Dr. Cox; and of Mount Zion chapel, 
Birmingham, under the pastoral care of 
the Rey. Dr, Hoby, have resolved unani- 
mously, that the respectful thanks of 
the churches be presented to the minis- 
ters, of different denominations, who so 
kindly conducted the regular services 
in them during the pastors’ absence in 
America. 
Signed, on behalf of the church at 
Hackney, 
J. ALLEN, 
T. Dupree, 
H. Gamat, 
J. LUNTLY, 
W. WINTERBORN, 
Signed, on behalf of the church at 


Birmingham, 
W. Spicer, ‘ Deacons. 
J. Swift, 


Deacons. 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 


At the General Meeting of the ‘‘ Deputies 
from the several Congregations of 
Protestant Dissenters of the three 
Denominations, Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent, and Baptist, in and within 
twelve miles of London, appointed to 
protect their civil rights ;” held at the 
King’s Head Tavern, in the Poultry, 
London, on Wednesday, the 23rd day 
of December, 1835; Henry Way- 
mouth, Hsq., in the chair ; 

It was resolved unanimously— 

That this Deputation entertain cordial 
confidence in the present Administration, 
whom they believe to be really devoted 
to the cause of Religious Liberty and 
constitutional Reform; and have no 
doubt that they will fulfil their promise, 
early in the next session of Parliament, 
to bring forward measures for the relief 
of Dissenters from several of the many 
and great grievances they yet endure, 
But this Meeting are of opinion that to 
encourage his Majesty’s Ministers in 
their proceedings, and to promote their 
efforts, it is desirable that congregational 
petitions to Parliament should be soon 
renewed from the metropolis, and all 
parts of England and Wales, urging the 
general relief of Dissenters, and espe- 
cially the enactment, without delay, of 
bills for a national civil registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths; for 
amending the marriage laws as to Dis- 
senters; and for the removal of church 
rates; and that they also recommend 
loca) Committees to correspond with 
Members of Parliament, and obtain their 
support. " 

(Signed) Henry WaymMourn, 
Chairman, 
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HARSTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


The Rev, W, Hancock, late of Yar 
mouth, Isle of Wight, has accepted the 
unanimous invitation of the Baptist 
Church at Harston, Cambridgeshire, to 
become their pastor; and commenced 
his labours among them on Lord’s-day, 
September 20, 1835, with encouraging 
prospects of success. 


NOTICES. 


The next quarterly meeting of tho 
London Baptist Association will be held 
at Prescot Street chapel, on Wednesday 
evening, January 20th, 1836; service to 
commence at 7 o’clock, The Rev. J. 
Davis, of Church Street, Blackfriars, 
is expected to preach. 


The churches of the Baptist, Inde- 
pendent, and Wesleyan denominations, 
at Hackney, meet for special and united 
prayer, on Thursday evening, the 31st, 
at’ Dr. Burder’s ; on Friday morning, 
January ist, 1836, at Dr. Smith’s; on 
Saturday evening, at the Wesleyan 
chapel; and on Monday evening, at Dr. 
Cox’s. 


RECENT DEATH. 
REV, W. NEWMAN, D.D. 


Died, December the 22nd, in the 63rd 
year of his age, the Rey. W, Newman, 
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D.D., more than 40 years the faithful 
and affectionate pastor of the Baptist 
church at Old Ford, Bow. The Baptist 
denomination, and the Christian world in 
general, need not be told his worth, or the 
loss the church and congregation have 
sustained, 


*_.* We understand the funeral of the 
late Rev. Dr, Newman will take place 
at Old Ford, on Friday the ist instant, at 
One o’clock. The Rey. W. Murch, of 
Stepney college, is expected to deliver 
the address on the solemn occasion ; and 
Rey. G. Pritchard to preach the funeral 
sermon on the following Lord’s-day 
morning, at half-past 10. 

a a ES 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Preparing for Publication. 
The Rey. Drs. Cox and Hoby are preparing, 


in one volume, an account of their tour in the 
United States. 


We are much gratified to learn, that Dr. 
Cox has prepared for publication immediately, 
a small tract, to be sold for two-pence, con- 
taining a digest of information for practical 
purposes in application to the ‘religious cir- 
cumstances of our country, with the following 
title: “‘ Suggestions, with a view to promote 
the Revival and Extension of Religion; 
founded on Observations made during a Jour- 
ney in the United States of America, in the 
Spring and Summer of 1835.” This will not 
interefere, we understand, with the details, or 
discussions, of the volume which Drs, Cox 
and Hoby are preparing of their travels. 


ere SE 


DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 


The following sums, from the profits of this work, were voted to the widows 
whose initials follow, at the meeting of proprietors, on Saturday, the 19th ult. 
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Tae Deputation, requested by the Committee of the Baptist Irish Society to 
visit the principal stations, and examine the operations of the Institution, pro- 
ceeded, for that purpose, to Dublin; where they arrived September 17th, 1835, 
Not finding it necessary to remain longer in Dublin, they departed for Ballina, in 
the county of Mayo, on the evening of the following day, which they reached on 
the 19th. This district has, for a considerable time, been under the superin- 
tendence of the Rey. James Allen. The town is populous and respectable; the 
inhabitants are chiefly Roman Catholics. Mr. Allen has been assisted to erect in this 
piace a small neat chapel, which will accommodate more than one hundred and fifty 
persons. It is in trust, subject to a small rent, The church here, under the pas- 
toral care of Mr. Allen, consisted of thirty-six members at the period of visitation, 
since which additions have been made. Mr. Allen superintends eighteen day- 
schools, containing nearly sixteen hundred children, considerably more than half 
of whom are the children of Roman Catholic parents. Mr. A. itinerates to a 
very considerable extent in every direction around his place of residence. In these 
labours he is assisted by two younger brethren, Thomas Berry and Michael Mul- 
larky, who have been called to the exercise of the Christian ministry ; besides 
whom, there are seventeen persons, who are either constantly or occasionally em- 
ployed in reading and expounding the Scriptures in the houses and cabins of the 
poor in this district. The Deputation visited several of the schools connected with 
this station, and were much gratified with the manner in which many of the chil- 
dren, in each of the schools, read and repeated the Scriptures: they also saw some 
very creditable specimens of their writing, and examined many of them in arith- 
meétic,in which some of them discovered a readiness scarcely to have been expected. 

September 24th, the Deputation proceeded to Easky, a subordinate station, 
where for some time past Mr. Berry chiefly has mmistered. Jn this place, 
which is populous, a church has been collected of eighteen members, and the 
congregation, which meets in a house, often exceeds seventy persons: so many 
were supposed to be present on the occasion of the Deputation’s visit; though, 
through a mistake, the time of preaching was not generally known. In Easky the 
Deputation had the pleasure of examining one of the female schools, taught by a 
member of the church, and in which the children appeared to have been very dili- 
gently instructed. This church, also, has had additions since the Deputation were 
there. Did the erection of places of worship come within the present provisions 
of the Society, Easky is one of the points to which the Deputation would earnestly 
recommend the attention of the committee. It is a place of some attraction as a 
watering-place, being situated on the shores of the Atlantic. t 

From Easky, on the 25th, the Deputation went to Coolany, in the county of 
Sligo. This district is superintended by the Rev. John Bates. ‘The church here 
numbers at present but fourteen, but both in the town and neighbourhood a spirit 
of inquiry concerning spiritual subjects seems to be on the increase. Mr. Bates has 
more than ten stations besides Coolany, at which he preaches as often as he can ; 
he also periodically visits and examines twenty-one day-schools, containing more 
than eleven hundred Catholic and above five hundred Protestant children. In this 
district there are nine persons who read and expound the Scriptures—six on the 
Sabbath, and two daily. ey 

The Deputation reached Boyle, in the county of Roscommon, on the 26th, visiting 
several schools in their way from Coolany. They were particularly gratified with 
the school at Old Rock, both as to the attendance and the proficiency of many of 
the scholars. At Boyle the Deputation were kindly received and entertained by 
Mr. Jackman, to whom, on many accounts, and for a lengthened period, the Society 
is very much indebted. Mr. Jackman has collected a small church in Boyle of 
twelye members, to whom he ministers, without any other remuneration than the 
pleasure he derives from the work. He is, also, on his own premises, erecting a 


small chapel at his‘own expense. Though not under the control of the Society, he 
F 
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takes a deep interest in all its plans and operations, and is ever ready to assist its 
agents and promote its objects. Lord’s-day, the 27th, the Deputation preached in 
Boyle, and the three following days visited the schools in the town and neighbour- 
hood, to’a considerable distance, q Poah-Gh» ¥ 

On the 1st of October Mr. Jackman kindly accompanied the Deputation, in his 
own car, as far as Strokes Town, on their way to Athlone, in the county of West- 
meath, which they reached the same evening, and where they were met by the Rev. 
Isaac M‘Carthy, whose ministerial exertions extend to several counties. He has col- 
lected small churches in six places remote from each other, in which the whole 
number of members is seventy-eight; besides which he preaches in many other 
places—too many, indeed, to allow of his visits being so often repeated as is indis- 
pensable to the success of his labours. Nor has he at present the assistance of a 
single Scripture reader. There are only four schools in this district, containing 
one hundred and two Roman Catholic and one hundred and forty Protestant 
children, In this district, at Abbeyleix, the Society has a small chapel, in trust ; 
the church meeting in it, seven in number, is visited as frequently as the other 
numerous calls of the pastor, Mr. M‘Carthy, will permit. 

On Saturday morning, the 3rd, the Deputation parted with Mr. M‘Carthy at Shan- 
non Harbour, and proceeded to Limerick, the district of the Rev. William Thomas, 
which they reached the same evening. Mr. Thomas preaches in his own hired 
house, where his little church, consisting of about eight persons, assembles. He 
also officiates as pastor of a church, of twenty members, which has long existed at 
Cloghjordan. This district, like the former, is much too extensive for the exertions 
of an individual. He preaches periodically in about twelve places, and in many 
more oceasionally. In all these, however, at intervals too distant to accomplish 
some of the most important purposes of the Christian ministry. Mr. Thomas super- 
intends eleven day-schools, containing more than five hundred Roman Catholic and 
about three hundred Protestant children, He is aided in discharging his varied and 
widely extended services by four daily and six Sabbath readers of the Scriptures ; 
one of the former, Michael Lynch, assists him also in preaching the gospel. The 
Deputation were occupied in visiting and examining a number of these schools until 
Thursday, the 8th. 

On the following day, one of the Deputation proceeded to Clonmel, where the 
Society has, in trust, for its use, a neat chapel, with a minister’s house attached. 
This is the nominal station of the Rev. Stephen Davis; but, for several years, the 
important service rendered to the Society by him, as its principal collecting 
agent, has so nearly occupied the whole of his time as very materially to interfere 
with the success of his efforts in this large, populous, and beautiful district, in 
which also his almost constant and unavoidable absence prevents the establishment 
of schools and the employment of readers. Clonmel was the last place visited in 
connexion with the operations of the Society. 

Under the circumstances of limited time and lateness of season, the Deputation 
accomplished as much as they could, and concluded their journey on the 15th of 
Octoher ; and perhaps, before closing this very rapid and imperfect narrative of their 
visit to the sister country, it may not be amiss to linger for a moment on two or 
three facts which seem to require particular reference. They would devoutly ac- 
knowledge the divine interposition in their preservation throughout their tour ; 
especially in connexion with the various methods of travelling which it became 
necessary to adopt. Nor would they omit this opportunity of gratefully adverting to 
the many instances of personal kindness and attention which they experienced, nor 
to those endeared friends whose prayers for their protection and safe return were so 
mercifully answered. 

In performing the service assigned to them, the Deputation were often deeply 
affected by witnessing the destitute condition of the thousands who inhabit the 
cabins or hovels of Ireland. Often they passed a splendid mansion, embowered 
amidst the richest scenery, and surrounded by its vast enclosures of luxuriant soil, 
whose titled or wealthy proprietor, far remote from the source of his distinction and 
opulence, escapes the pang which the evidence of extreme poverty must inflict on 
the benevolent, and avoids the appeal for assistance which misery extorts, In 
the neighbourhoods even of these edifices of grandeur, and, indeed, thickly scattered 
over the whole country, are exhibited those abodes of wretchedness and want termed 
cabins, In numerous instances, a single room, of a few feet extent, constructed of 
materials affording but slender security against the pitiless storm, and nothing like 
internal comfort, to the necessitous inhabitants ; yet here, on a floor of damp earth, 
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often without a window to admit light, or a chimney to convey the smoke from the 
smothering turf on the ground, with straw for the bed, and only the remnants of 
clothing, worn by day, as the covering for night, and seldom more than a scanty 
supply of potatoes for provision, will frequently be found a man, his wife, several chil- 
dren, a pig or pigs, and fowls, perhaps a goat or ass, all inclosed in this one confined 
and unwholesome apartment ; the inferior animals being necessary to assist in paying 
the rent of this miserable habitation. Who can look on such a scene, and contrast 
it with the “ cottage comforts” of England, without exclaiming, Poor Ireland! How 
sincerely is it to be desired that, by the judicious application of sound legislative 
enactments, this diseased limb of the British empire should he healed before the 
danger of amputation is incurred ! 

The Deputation had not many opportunities of minutely observing the superstition 
of the country, but they saw quite enough of its effects to be fully convinced that 
its influence is most baneful and pernicious: and earnestly do they pray that, by 
scriptural education, and the ministry of the gospel, this brooding and pestiferous 
darkness may be dispelled, and the whole land be arrayed in the pure vest of evan- 
gelical truth. 

During their journey in Ireland,—so far as the opportunities and attainments of 
the children are concerned, nothing was more refreshing to the Deputation than their 
visits to the schools of the Society. To find a considerable number of these dear 
immortals capable of reading impressively the Sacred Volume, and correctly repeat- 
ing large portions of it from the stores of their memory, and to perceive that many 
of them were sufficiently instructed in the meaning of what they read to’ answer 
some of the most important questions which can be proposed to a rational and ac- 
countable being, was truly gratifying. A mixture of sadness, however, always 
attended those seasons of hallowed enjoyment, from observing how comfortless was 
the condition of these poor children, even in these cabins of instruction, partaking 
as they mostly do, in common with similar abodes, in that entire destitution of 
every thing that is essential to health and convenience; and by perceiving that, 
while their feet and legs were unprotected, from the mud floor and the miry road, by 
the covering of either shoe or stocking, the] tattered garments with which the 
greater number of them were clad, were scarcely sufficient to defend their bodies 
from the chilling atmosphere, or to enable them to appear at all in the presence of 
others.—T he Deputation uniformly concluded these visits with’a short address and 
prayer. 

on the whole, the Deputation consider that there is much occasion to be thank- 
ful to God for what has been effected in Ireland through the instrumentality of the 
Baptist Irish Society, in connexion with other institutions of kindred purpose. 
They are decidedly of opinion that, in order to the more complete effectiveness of 
the present agency, additional assistance must be afforded. At present, the stations 
occupied, though exceedingly valuable, owing to their extent, are not adequately 
sustained and improved. That they may, therefore, be made permanently beneficial, 
and that their spiritual influence may be still more widely diffused, it appears to be 
indispensable that several more ministers should be sent to co-operate with the 
brethren already employed. But to accomplish this most desirable object, a con- 
siderable addition must be made to the pecuniary resources of the Society, to pro- 
mote which, as well as to give information as to its actual state, is the object of this 
statement of facts, and the following appeal. 


An Appeal on behalf of the Baptist Irish Society, addressed to Christian Friends 
generally; but especially to the Ministers of the Baptist Denomination. 


The Committee of the above Institution, earnestly solicit your attention to the 
following facts. It is mow more than twenty-one years since this Society com- 
menced its labours. During the progress of its operations, under the guidance of 
Divine Providence, it has conferred the inestimable benefit of moral and evangelical 
instruction on more than a hundred thousand of the juvenile and adult population of 
Treland. It has distributed copies of the Sacred Volume through extensive 
districts of the country, and circulated an immense number of religious tracts. 
Thousands of children taught in its schools have committed large portions of the 
Scriptures tojmemory, and, in consequence of numerous local changes, have conveyed 
the important treasure, thus obtained, to an indefinite extent, both in their own and 
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in other lands. It has been instrumental in turning a considerable number of 
persons from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God—of uniting 
them together in the bands of Christian fellowship, and of inducing in them an 
ardent desire, that the blessings they have received may be communicated to all 
those by whom they are surrounded. In all the districts to which its benevolent 
efforts have been extended, it has been happily successful, even in seasons of the 
greatest excitement, in promoting the exercise of submission to legitimate 
authority, forming habits of persevering industry, and in effecting a conscientious 
regard to the acknowledged claims of civil and social life. 

The Rev. Tuomas Morgan, of Birmingham, and the Secretary of the Sooisty, 
at the request of the Committee, have recently visited its principal stations; and, 
while they were much gratified by all that they witnessed of the beneficial results” 
of its labours, they are decidedly of opinion, that it is essential to its prosperity, 
that a greater measure of vigour should be communicated to all its operations, but 
especially to that department of its agency which consists in the preaching of the 
gospel. 

In order to carry the recommendations of the brethren who have visited Ireland 
into effect, the Committee of the Society have recently appointed a Sub-committee, 
to consider, among other things, in what directions {preaching stations may be 
hopefully established, in addition to those already in existence; but, for this 
purpose, it is obvious that a considerable increase in the Society’s funds must take 
place, Its expenditure has hitherto been sustained in a manner adapted to instruct 
and ‘to cheer its conductors, inasmuch as it has taught dependance and inspired 
confidence. But, as the Committee deem it expedient to comply with the sugges- 
tions of the Deputation, and strengthen the system through all its operations, by 
sending additional agents to co-operate with those already successfully employed, 
this appeal to Christian liberality becomes indispensable ; ‘and on its success, in a 
great measure, must depend the carrying into effect such arrangements as are ROW 
contemplated, to render the exertions of this Society, in those districts of afflicted 
Ireland where they are at present applied, in connexion with Divine influence, 
more effective to the moral and spiritual improvement of its teeming population. 

Not at all doubting, dear Sir, your anxious desire to ‘promote the important 
objects of the Society, will you have the kindness to favour the Committee, as 
early as possible, with an intimation as to the manner in which it will be most 
convenient for you to assist their efforts—whether by an Auxiliary Society ; annual 
or occasional collections; collecting in your district, or elsewhere ? 

GEORGE PRITCHARD. 
York Place, Pentonville, London, January 1, 1836, : 


bs The operations of the Society in the sister country, extend to three of the 
four provinces, and are carried on in ten counties. It has collected twelve small 
churches, containing one hundred and seventy-four members. It employs eight 
ministers, who preach in more than sixty towns and villages, Its daily and Sabbath 
Scripture readers are thirty-nine. It has fifty-four schools, in which, at present 
more than four thousand five hundred children are receiving scriptural instruction. 


Erratum :—In the last Chronicle, in the list of contributions, for “Topwill.” read “ Tosswill. 


(The list of contributions is unavoidably postponed to F ebruary. ) 
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Subscriptions received. by S. Marshall, Es + 181, Hi : i 
Bishopsgate Street 3 Messrs. Burls, 56, Lothbury ; Rev. "G. Pehrgee e Milas : 
Pentonville, gratuitous Secretary; by Messrs. Ladbrokes and Co., Banke Bank 
Buildings; by Mr, H. D. Dickie, 13, Bank Street, and Rey. Mr. Innes. Fred ; k 
Street, Edinburgh ; and P. Brown, Esq., Cardigan. i % alia 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank- 
ully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 
names are inserted in the Cover of the Aunual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


JAMAICA. 

Late arrivals from this island have 
brought a variety of communications 
respecting the progress of our mission 
there. The intelligence from our 
brethren Burchell and Knibb will con- 
veniently form distinct articles; the 
principal facts narrated from other 
statements we shall present in a com- 
bined view. 

The health of Mr. Gardner has been 
so much affected as to render it neces- 
sary for him to retire from Kingston 
for a season to a cooler residence in 
the interior. He has, accordingly, 
paid a visit to Mr- Clarke, at Jericho, 
in the parish of St. Thomas-in-the- 
Vale, and derived benefit from the 
change. Though the church under 
Mr. Gardner’s care has not been alto- 
gether free from causes of disquietude, 
he gratefully reports that he is not 
without encouragement. ‘On _ the 
first Sabbath in August,” he writes, 
“‘T had the happiness of baptizing 
fifty-three persons, who, by their pre- 
vious conduct, and the relation of their 
experience, gave me reason to hope 
that they were truly the disciples of 
Jesus. Do pray for’ me, that wisdom 
to direct and grace to support may be 
given me, and that in the last day I 
may rejoice that I have not run in 
vain, nor laboured in vain.” 

With the zealous and persevering 
-exertions of Mr. Phillippo in the cause 
of Negro education, our readers have 
long been acquainted. His schools at 
Spanish Town, commenced several 


years ago, and carried forward by his 
generous and self-exhausting efforts, 
when there was little around to en- 
courage him, have lately been re- 
modelled in a form more adapted to 
the present circumstances of the is- 
land, and have been honoured with 
the patronage of the Governor and the 
Marchioness of Sligo. The “school- 
rooms,” he writes, under date of Octo- 
ber 30th, “ have been tardily’ :dvancing 
to completion; but very httle now 
remains except the fitting up. The 

are noble buildings ; and the institu- 
tions connected with them, I have no 
doubt, with the blessing of God, will 
answer in an eminent degree the ob- 
ject of their establishment.” We learn, 
with satisfaction, that Government have 
made a grant of £500 towards defray- 
ing the balance due on these useful 
and much-needed erections. In Mr. 
Shotten, Mr. Phillippo has found an 
assistant well qualified to co-operate 
in his benevolent labours. Soon 
after entering upon his duties, he was 
attacked by fever, so that, for a sea- 
son, his life appeared in danger, but 
we rejoice to perceive, by the last 
accounts, that his health has been 
restored. 

The building of the chapel at Pas- 
sage Fort is advancing steadily and 
well, and the proprietors in that neigh- 
bourhood manifest very friendly feel- 
ings towards the undertaking, several 
having spontaneously offered either to 
supply a part of the materials gratis, 
to give a fortnight’s labour of their 
apprentices, or to contribute a con- 
siderable sum in waggonage. We 
shall be happy to hear of similar 
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proofs of kindness in other quarters, 
as the principal impediment to the 
progress of the gospel, as ministered 
by our brethren in various parts of 
the island, arises from the difficulty in 
providing places of worship for the 
members who are disposed to attend 
them, : 

‘Under date of September 24, Mr. 
Taylor gratefully acknowledges the 
receipt of a liberal supply of elemen- 
tary books from the Sunday-school 
Union, and adds, “I have recently 
had a baptism at Old Harbour, when 
sixty were added to the church; and 
among the rest, a man of colour, well 
known to our missionaries in that 
quarter, who has long been engaged, 
with much acceptance, as a preacher 
of the gospel in connexion with ano- 
ther body of our fellow Christians. Of 
the two chapels now building under 
Mr. Taylor’s direction, each of which 
measures 50 feet by 60, with provision 
for enlargement, that in Vere is roofed 
in, and has been used for public wor- 
ship, though not finished, for several 
months; and that in Clarendon, it 
was expected, would be covered in by 
the end of the year. 

At Morant Bay, Mr. Kingdon la- 
ments that the place in which he 
preaches is much too small to receive 
the numbers who wish to attend, The 
ehurch at Mount Charles has required 
the exercise of faithful discipline; but 
its pastor expected, soon after the 
date of his letter (Sep. 1), to baptize 
a few individuals of whom he hoped 
well. 

_A letter from Mr, Clarke, dated 
Jericho, September 12, in addition to 
other very pleasing intelligence, af- 
fords another proof of the diligence 
with which our dear missionary breth- 
ren are exerting themselves to pro- 
mote the cause of Negro: education, 
He writes as follows :— 

T have made some progress in chapel 
building ; and, though loaded with Care, 
that I am reconciled to only because it is 
necessary for the glory of God > yet hav- 
ing the presence of my Divine Master, I 
am happy, and see all things relating to 
my building business progressing as plea- 
santly and speedily as I have a right to 
expect. The foundations of both chapels 
have been levelled (both with stone); and 
the materials for completing the buildings 
ave in a state of forwardness, such as to 
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give the hope that, if we have favourable 
weather, in six months from this, if my 
unworthy life be spared, I may be preach- 
ing in them the word of life. The other 
two chapels I shall proceed with as soon 
after these now in hand are completed as 
I possibly can, 

At the different stations EF oceupy, the 


| work of God still appears to prosper 


greatly. Soon after my last baptism, I 
received the names of ninety-seven new 
inquirers on one evening, most of whom 
came from the St. John’s mountains, 
which lie about five miles behind my 
dwelling, and are nearer to this station 
than to the one in St. John’s. Since, a~ 
number more have joined as inquirers at 
all my four regular stations; and almost 
every week some come to be examined 


| preparatory to baptism. 


In June last I commenced an evening 
school in my house here, and am happy 
to say that it succeeds beyond my ex- 
pectations, and continues to increase. 
There are now 103 males, and 60 fe- 
males, of all ages, from six to sixty; and 
often more than 100 attend together on 
the same evening. They are kept at their 


_ lessons for about an hour, en the moni- 


torial plan, and after that I teach them 
hymns, portions of Scripture, &c., asking 
questions, and giving explanations, as 
appears suitable ; a hymn or two is then 
sung, and we conclude, about 9 o'clock, 
with prayer. Many can already read 
easy lessons; and a few, who knew their 
letters before, are reading in the Testa- 
ment, I attend to this school three even- 
ings each week ; and the day-school, kept 
by Miss Merrick, is attended to six days 
in the week, and some of the scholars. 
attend also at both evening and Sabbath 
schools. I have lately had a grant of 
£10 for my schools from the Ladies’ So- 
ciety, and am applying the money to give 
instruction to some orphan and other 
poor children, J am in great need of 
school requisites, and have written for 
some to Mr, Dunn, of the Borough Road 
School, and shall thank you to pay for 
what is sent, should payment be required,. 
and include all sums paid for me in a 
letter, that I may draw for so much the 
less in some of my bills. 


Our young friend, Mr John Clark, 
who embarked for St. Ann’s in July, 
arrived safely at that port in the be- 
ginning of September, after a very 
favourable passage of seven weeks 
and two days. He was permitted to 
hold divine worship during the voyages. 
and was induced to hope, from the 
and evident concern 
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occasionally visible among his audi- 
tors, that his efforts to promote their 
Spiritual welfare were not wholly in 
vain. On his landing at the Bay, he 
was welcomed iv a most friendly 
manner by the members of the church 
there, and also by Messrs. Whitehouse 
and Bird, Wesleyan missionaries, the 
former of whom very kindly conveyed 
him in his own chaise to Tydenham, 
the residence of Mr. Coultart. Mr. 
Clark has begun his labours in a spirit 
of humility, affection, and diligence, 
which we trust may be regarded as an 


earnest of the divine blessing; and | 
our highly esteemed brother Coultart — 


is greatly refreshed and encouraged 
by the aid thus furnished him in the 
cultivation of his wide and important 
sphere of exertion. 

A severe attack ef bilions fever, for 
a’season, laid aside Mr. Hutchins, of 
Savanna la Mar, from his public en- 


gagements; but he was soon, through | 


the mercy of God, permitted to re- 
sume them, and states, in a letter, 
written August 25, “ We had delight- 
ful days on the first and second of 
this month, when many flocked to the 
house of God to thank him for his 
goodness. I baptized twenty-one on 
the morsing ef the Sabbath, which, 
with the eleven baptized four weeks 
before, have made a considerable ad- 
dition to our small church. We had 
from a thousand to eleven hundred 
present at the services ; and never was 
such a day known before in this town. 
Persecution and tyranny prevail to a 
great extent; but, thanks be to God, 


it turns out for the furtherance of the | 


gospel. Let me entreat you to pray 
for me, that I may be blessed and 
made a blessing, that my life may be 


spared, and that the glory of God may | 


continue in our midst.” 

At both the stations under the care 
of Mr. Dendy, Salter’s Hill and En- 
deayour, the work of the Lord appears 
to be advancing in a verv pleasing 
manner, 
former, measuring 80 feet by 50, is 
nearly covered in, so as to admit of 
worship being conducted within its 
walls. The members of the church, 
on the 13th of August, were 660, of 
inquirers 490, and the usual attend- 
ance 1500, which is expected greatly 


to increase when. the chapel is com- 


The new chapel at the | 


pleted. In the months of September 
and October, two baptisms took place, 
at which fifty-six pérsons were ad- 
mitted to church fellowship, and 
several others had been examined and 
approved at the date of Mr, Dendy’s 
last letter. At Endeavour, the num- 
ber of members has been increased, 
by a recent addition, to 221; the in- 
quirers are 240; and the congrega- 
tion includes about as many more, 
belonging to neither class; and yet at 
present the only accommodation for 
these 900 individuals is a small house, 
for which we are compelled to pay a 
high rent, and which will accommo- 
date only about fifty persons! “All 
above this number,” says Mr, Dendy, 
“being exposed to the scorching rays 
of the sun, or having merely scme 
branches of trees thrown over a slight 
bamboo erection as a shade—or, in 
case of a shower, to the rain from 
above, or the wet ground under feet, 
all of which are much more danger- 
ous to health here than in a northern 
climate.” 

We are truly happy to learn, that 
Mr. Abbott has recovered, in a great 
degree, from his late illness, so that 
he is expected to be able to resume 
his public services by the end of the 
year. His place, both at Lucea and 
Green Island, has been supplied, 
principally, by Mr. T. E. Ward, for- 
merly of the Wesleyan connexion, but 
lately united to the church at Fal- 
mouth, under the care of brother 
Knibb. But Mr. Abbott also is 
greatly at a loss for means to build 
chapels at each of his. stations, the 


present means of accommodation be- 


ing altogether inadequate. 

While the proofs afforded, in the 
simple statements of fact now given, 
of the continued blessing of the Lord 
on the labours of our dear brethren, 
will be grateful to many a Christian 
heart; it is earnestly hoped, that the 
great and pressing need of pecuniary 
help for the erection of places of wor- 
ship, will be seriously taken into con- 
sideration. It is believed, that the 
sum; provided for that purpose, in 
1834, has been more than expended ; 
though, as payments have been made 
from that fund, both in Jamaica and 
at home, it is impossible to ascertam, 
at present, -precisely ~how ‘it stands. 
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Hence the care of providing plain and 
substantial buildings, in which the 
negroes, attached to our mission, may 
hear the word of God, devolves upon 
their Christian friends in this country. 
When this work is once accom- 
plished, there is every reason to be- 
lieve, that the congregations thus 
formed would, in a very little while, 
understand the duty, and claim the 
privileze, of providing for the minis- 
try among themselves, and thus, re- 
leasing the funds now employed for 
their benefit, to accomplish similar 
good elsewhere. Ten thousand pounds 
would, probably, be adequate for this 
purpose, and ought there to be any 
difficulty in finding sucha sum to meet 
the exigency ? 

It is not improbable that this 
paper will find its way to the hands 
of some, by whom the amount we 
have mentioned could be devoted at 
once, without suffering the slightest in- 
convenience themselves, or encroach- 
ing in the least on the just expectations 
of others. Nor can we conceive, that 
it would occasion any remorse, either 
in the hour of death, or when the ac- 
count of every talent is given up to 
the Supreme Proprietor of all, that 
such a portion of one of the meanest 
of those talents should have been so 
employed. The wise, to whom we 
speak, will judge what we say. 


MONTEGO BAY. 


Tn a letter dated 22nd of Septem- 
ber, Mr. Burchell gives the following 
account of the manner in which his 
people observed the 

Anniversary of Negro Emancipation. 

On Sunday, the 2nd of August, we 
had the largest congregation that was ever 
known in Montego Bay. We had full 
four thousand persons present at our 
pr°yer-meeting] at 6 o’clock; and at the 
lowest estimate we had seven thousand at 
our morning service. The house we occu- 
py as our chapel ; the shed in the ehapel- 
yard, measuring 70 feet by 35; indeed, 
every part of the chapel-yard, which is 
large, were all crowded 3 the strects also, 
the yard opposite the chapel-house, the 
new chapel, and the yard in which it 
stands, which is also large, were thickly 
occupied. Mr. Ward preached in the 
chapel-house, and T preached in the 
new chapel, standing upon one of the 
large joists. After the service, the chureh 
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assembled to commemorate the death of 
Christ, when T had the pleasure of giving 
the right hand of fellowship to about a 
hundred and seventy new members, most 
of whom had been baptized in the river 
adjoining the town on the preceding morn- 
ing, Aug. Ist. The scene was impressive 
and delightful ; every part of the chapel- 
house was crowded with communicants, 
and hundreds also were obliged to be in 
the yard : there were present not less than 
fifteen or sixteen hundred members, We 
had no public collection, but 1 recommend- 
ed all who were sensible of God’s mer- 
cies in their emancipation, and who were 
of a willing mind, to come with a thank- 
offering, however small, and present it 
as a token of their gratitude to God ; and 
they came in crowds—young and old came. 
Mothers bringing their one, two, and three 
children, who were uncer six years of age 
when the Bill came into operation, and 
their little infants in arms, to present their 
mite ; and many a tear of joy was shed as 
they cast it into the treasury of the Lord. 
It was interesting and deeply affecting to 
witness the scene; and it is with much 
pleasure and with sincere gratitude to God 
I am enabled to inform you, that this 
church came forward with its former li- 
berality, and has taken the lead of all the 
churches in the amount raised, although 
no public collection was made. 
Communications of a later date 
give various particulars respecting his 
Subordinate Stations. 


I. GurNey’s Mount. The people in 
connexion with this church have been neg- 
lected most of all, and have enjoyed 
fewer means of grace than the people of 
any other of our churches, They have 
attended principally at Fletcher’s Grove, 
and frequently at Montego Bay. Their 
anxiety to enjoy the public means of grace 
has been very great, and their entreaties 
frequent and affecting. At Hillington, £ 
have built out-offices, which Iam fitting up 
to serve as a residence for the Missionary, 
till the chapel building expenses are met. 
Ihave made a road up to the premises ; 
have cleared off about fifteen acres of 
land; and am now building a tank for 
water, as sometimes we have to send four 
or five miles for water ; so that I have not 
been inactive for the station. I expect to 
commence preaching in our old chapel- 
house in a fortnight. 

II. FLETCHER’s GROVE, fourteen miles 
from Montego Bay, and seven from Gur- 
ney’s Mount. A large and commodious 
house was offered at this place a little 
after my return to the Island. We took 
a part of it for six months, agrecing to 
hire the whole for one or two years after- 
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wards, if the prospects became sufficiently 
encouraging. We commenced in February. 
I have preached there as often as was in 
my power on the Sabbath, and on Friday 
evenings ; indeed, there has been public 
service at least once a month on the Sab- 
bath, and once a fortnight in the week. 
Our Sabbath congregation has varied 
from five hundred to a thousand persons, 
and on the week evening it has averaged 
about a hundred and twenty, sometimes 
more, sometimes less. I have purchased 
an acre and a half of land, delightfully 
situate, with a small residence upon it, 
which I am repairing and fitting up for 
the missionary who supplies the station, 
and have hired the whole of the chapel- 
honse for one or two years as may be re- 
quired, This I shall fitup for the accom- 
modation of the people; hundreds of 
whom now sit in the yard, without any 
shelter from the sun. I hope to build a 
chapel on the premises during the pericd 
we occupy the hired house. At this sta- 
tion, Mr, Andrews has commenced a Sab- 
bath-school, and we have already above 
one hundred children. 

ILI. SHORTWOOD, seventeen miles from 
Montego Bay, and eighteen from Gurney’s 
Mount. I have recommenced my labours 
at this station since the ist of May, and 
now supply it one Sabbath per month ; 
the attendance is delightful, from six to 
twelve hundred. I preached standing at 
the window of a house belonging to one 
of our members. The house is fully occu- 
pied, but the mass of the people is in the 
yard, sitting upon benches made of a pole 
fastened on others which are driven into 
the ground. It is delightful to witness 
this assembly, in the midst of an amphi- 
theatre of mountains, worshipping their 
Maker under the canopy of heaven ; 
rudely provided for, but neatly clad, and 
conducting themselves with the greatest 
propriety. And it is gratifying to witness 
so many of them with the New Testaments 
which they received from the Bible Society 
under their arms carefully folded up in 
their handkerchiefs. The pleasure, how- 
ever, of this scene is often interrupted, as 
I witness the poor people endeavouring to 
protect their heads from the piercing rays 
of the sun, by placing a book or a large 
leaf upon their heads, and putting their 
handkerchiefs loosely on them; and by 
seeing them sometimes looking up to this 
great luminary travelling in the full splen- 
dour and strength of his majesty, as 
though they besought his compassi.n. 
Mr. Andrews has commenced a Sabbath- 
school at this station also, and there are 


already nearly a hundred children under j 


instruction. I have succeeded in pur- 
chasing a few acres of land, most plea- 


santly and healthfully situated, and am 
now making preparations to build a small 
house as a temporary residence for a 
missionary, and am about to take up the 
tent for the accommodation of the people 
till we can build a chapel. 

IV. BetuHeL HILL.—Eighteen miles 
from Montego Bay; nine from Mount 
Carey; nine from Shortwood ; and twelve 
or more from Gurney’s Mount, It is situ- 
ated on the great interior road from Mon- 
tego Bay to St, Elizabeth ; is about twenty 
three miles from Savanna la Mar, and 
thirty-two from Black River. At this 
place Ihave rented a large house for three 
years, where I have service on week 
evenings, and where I am about to es- 
tablish a school. My prospects here are 
very encouraging, but as I have not had 
possession many weeks, I will defer any 
farther statements, as my time is so: fully 
occupied with work that I have no time to 
write in anticipation. I have purchased a 
few acres of land adjoining the place I 
have rented, and hope to get a chapel 
built by the time the lease expires.* 

Perhaps you will ask what induces me 
to undertake so many new stations, and 
at such distances which necessarily occa- 
sion so much travelling, &. I will tell 
you. The motto of our Society is, 
‘© Attempt great things for God—expect 
great things from God.” Inthe spirit of 
this motto I hope to live, labour, and die. 

Efforts for the Instruction of the Young. 

During my stay in England, and espe- 
cially during the latter few months, all 
parties were inquiring why we did not 
direct more of our efforts to the instruction 
of the young. I replied by stating our 
numerous difficulties during the reign of 
slavery, and our determination to act as 
soon as it was in our power; this was my 
own determination, and I believed it to 
be that of my brethren. Immediately, 
therefore, on my return, I began to direct 
my attention to this important part of 
missionary operations, more especially 
important at the present crisis. Early in 
this year I heard that Mr. J. R. Andrews, 
a member of the church in Spanish ‘Town, 
who has becn engaged for some years in 
this department, was anxious to obtain a 
situation as master of a Lancasterian 
school in connexion with some one of our 
stations; and being strongly recom- 
mended to me by several of my brethren 
who knew him well, I engaged him. He, 
with his wife and family, came to Mon- 
tego Bayin , March, and commenced the 
school on the Ist of April. Though we have 
hitherto been in want of a suitable school- 


* Want of room compels us to defer the ac- 
count ofa fifth station, Mount Carey, till next 


. month, 
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room, still our success has much exceeded 
our expectations. We have nearly 150 
scholars on the list, and the daily at- 
tendance is fully equal to our present ac- 
commodations. About three months ago, 
I purchased a large house and yard for 
the school: the house is now undergoing 
the necessary alterations and repairs to 
receive the children, and we have every 
prospect of increasing encouragement. 
The expense of the school is very great, 
having a schoolmaster and family to sup- 
port, Still, as this is the first Lancas- 
terian school in the county of Cornwall, 
and as it is intended to train up teachers 
to superintend other schools, I have not 
hesitated to incur the expense, believing 
that you will cheerfully present its claims 
before the Christian public, from whom I 
confidently anticipate some assistance. 
Already I have two young men under 
instruction, for schoolmasters; one of 
whom is sent by brother Knibb, for a 
school he contemplates at Falmouth. 
Other persons are making application for 
instruction and situations; but it is ut- 
terly impossible for me as an individual 
to undertake more than I have done, I 
have now above one thousand children un- 
der instruction at Montego Bay, and at part 
of my out-stations. At the rest of my 
stations I am about to commence schools ; 
and I could enlarge at all, had I the 
means. I have stations situated in the 
Most important districts of the country 
for the establishment of Lancasterian day- 
schools ; and I would most cheerfully un- 
dertake them, could I but procure some 
pecuniary assistance. I feel intensely 
anxious for the rising generation, now 
growing up to be a free people ; and I 
feel deeply interested in their prosperity 
and welfare. At present I have strength, 
and I think I have a disposition equal to 
my strength, to work: all I need is help 
—pecuniary help. 

T have undertaken the Lancasterian 
and Sabbath-schools, encouraged by the 
assistance rendered by a few kind ladies 
connected with some of our churches in 
England. To Mrs. Wilcocks and the 
ladies associated with her, at Devonport, 
Tam under the greatest obligations—the 
flourishing church at Gurney’s Mount (for 
it is still flourishing in the midst of all its 
difficulties) was commenced in conse- 
quence of an unexpected but liberal pre- 
sent of fancy articles sent by them pre- 
vious to the disturbances, And their 
present of fancy articles, with others from 
Ladies’ Associations at Stonehouse and 
Kingsbridge, and from Mrs. Hawkins 
and friends at Derby, and a few of less 
value from other friends, induced me to 
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undertake the Lancasterian school at 
Montego Boy, and other schools in the 
country, which afford us so much encou- 
ragement. I do hope that these friends 
will continue to render us their aid, more 
especially at present, while we have to 
direct our most strenuous efforts to liqui- 
date our chapel debt, and whilst, at the 
same time, so many additional schools are 
needed. The aid afforded by their pre- 
sents, on my leaving England, has been 
of most essential service. Indeed, the 
Lancasterian school, which is likely to 
prove of vast importance to the next and 
future generations, is chiefly indebted to 
them. And I do most earnestly invite the 
ladies of other congregations to imitate 
the generous and praiseworthy example 
of the aforementioned disinterested 
friends, by which they can most effec- 
tually assist us, and the rising free Negro 
people, without diverting their means 
from the general funds of the Society. 
And I will pledge myself to establish 
schools, and to have 1000 children of 
apprentices under daily instruction, as 
soon as they will give me the necessary 
pecuniary aid. 


We feel it altogether superfluous to 
subjoin a word by way of enforcing 
these appeais, or of recommending 
the laborious missionary who makes 
them to the sympathy and affectionate 
co-operation of our Christian friends, 
His statements speak for themselves, 
and demand our thankful acknow- 
ledgments to that God who has 
opened before him such extensive 
scenes of labour, and given him faith 
to enter upon them. 

It must be evident to all, that fur- 
ther assistance is indispensably neces- 
sary ; and under that conviction, the 
Committee have resolved to send him 
out a coadjutor by the first oppor- 
tunity, notwithstanding the funds of 
the Society are unequal to its present 
expenditure. They wish, also, to ex- 
emplify the Society’s motto: “At. 
tempt great things, and expect great 
things.” 


FALMOUTH. 


Our readers will learn from the 
following extract, that Mr. Knibb 
emulates his brother Burchell in zeal- 
Ous efforts to promote the cause of 
Negro education. His letter is dated 
Falmouth, October 1, 1835; 
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T inclose you an account of the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Lancasterian 
school room in this town ; and beg leave 
to direct your attention to the subject. I 
am very desirous to obtain help to enable 
me to complete the building, and earnestly 
hope, that you will assist me in obtaining 
this, by any means you may possess. It 
is the first school-room in the parish, com- 
menced on this plan, I am building it 
capable of holding from 200 to 250 chil- 
dren, with a sliding partition to separate 
the girls from the boys. There will be 
two play-grounds, totally distinct from 
each other. I expect the whole purchase, 
school erection, with out-offices and fences, 
will cost about £900 currency. 

For about three months I have had a 
school about ten miles in the country ; 
one of the deacons, Mr. Lovemore, keeps 
it. He has abont thirty day scholars, 
about one hundred Sabbath scholars, and 
he conducts worship on Lord’s-day in a 
house built for the purpose by the poor 
people themselves. The expense of this 
establishment is about forty pounds ster- 
ling per year. I hope to visit it once a 
month, to see all is right. Will any kind 
friend take it under his fostering care ? 

T have a very interesting young man 
now training at Montego Bay, for another 
school, at the Refuge, which I hope to 
commence by Christmas; and others I 
have, whom I could employ, if I had but 
the means. Think, my dear Sir, 1200 
children present, their parents all belong- 
ing to my church, ‘at the laying of the 
corner-stone! full 700 of them quite 
free! no school, no kind instructor ! when 
I saw them my heart leaped for joy ! But 
sad is the reflection, for want of a few 
pounds, they must perish in ignorance ! 

In the procession were about one hun- 
dred mothers with infants in their arms, 
all born free, but yet the slaves of Satan, 
Many of the parents had brought their 
children fourteen or fifteen miles to be 
present. We made a thousand cakes, 
that each might have one ; and sadly was 
I disappointed, that I had not enough, 
Well, my heavenly Father knows that I 
would instruct them if I could: may He, 
in infinite mercy, provide that knowledge 
they are anxious to obtain! 


The account in the Falmouth Post, 
to which Mr. Knibb refers in the be- 
ginning of his letter, is substantially 
as follows : 

The foundation stone of the first Lan- 
easterian school in this parish was laid in 
this town on Saturday last (26th Sept.). 
The number of persons assembled, both 
patrons of the institution, and] those for 


/ whom the institution 


| dren alone being about 1200, 
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was designed to 
prove a blessing, was immense ; the chil- 
Previous 
to the time at which the ceremony was to 
begin, the children proceeded to the spot 
in procession, with banners bearing the 
clauses of the abolition law which had 
emancipated them from slavery. The 
service was commencced by the Rev. Mr. 
Vine, Independent minister of Arcadia, 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Woolridge, of 
Clarendon, who read the portions of 
Scripture selected for the ceremony. The 
verses of Deutéronomy, in which the chil- 
dren of Israel delivered from bondage, 
were called upon to remember the mercy of 
God, in the fidelity with which they should 
serve him, and the zeal with which they 
should bring up their children in the re- 
membrance of Him, their deliverer, were 


| strikingly appropriate for the occasion, 


The foundation stone was laid by John 
Kelly and T. R, Vermont, Esqrs,, magis- 
trates of the parish, and bore the follow- 
ing inscription : 


“Falmouth, Trelawny—Jamaica, ss. 

“This corner-stone of a building in- 
tended for the purpose of Education on 
the liberal and comprehensive plan 
adopted by the British aud Foreign School 
Society, was laid by JOHN KELLY and 
THOMAS R. VERMONT, Esquires, on the 


! twenty-sixth day of September, in the 


year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-five, being the second 
year of African Freedom, and the sixth 


| year of the reign of William the Fourth, 
| Howe Peter, Marquis of SLIGO, being 


the Governor of this Colony, and the 


| Honourable WILLIAM FRATER the Custos 
| of this Parish, 


«“‘ The Building to be erected under the 
superintendence of the Reverend WIL- 
LIAM KNIBB, Baptist Missionary, and 
the advantages of the institution to be 
available to all Children, irrespective of 
the Religious denomination of their 
Parents.” 

Mr. Kelly, in a persuasive address, re- 
minded the people of the great purposes 
of instruction, that it was the means of 
increasing their utility to themselves and 


| to their country ; that while the duties of 


order and of industry remained as para- 
mount in a state of freedom as of bon- 
dage, liberty had but imperfectly conferred 


' its blessing on them, if they did not pro- 


vide for their children that degree of in- 
struction requisite to render them in all 
respects fitted for the better condition of 
freemen, which was now their inheritance ; 
for it had been truly said, that the first 
country in the world could not be ma- 
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naged by savages, and that it required 
but a very slight effort indeed of reason 
to discover that the produce of the land, 
and security of property, depended prin- 
cipally upon the human animal; for, if 
he be idle, vicious, and dishonest, the 
soil would be barren, and the products 
would be plundered. 

The Rey. Mr. Knibb, after mentioning 
the sources from which the first funds, 
£300 sterling, were obtained towards 
the institution, that they were contribu- 
tions placed in his hands when in En- 
gland he pleaded their cause, and the 
cause of moral -and religious instruction, 
that it should be appropriated to build a 
school on the spot jin which Providence 
should assign himn the duties of a Chris- 
tian minister,—proceeded to enforce the 
duties of the parents and the children, in 
relation to one another—in relation to 
society—in relation to their country—and 
in relation to the Being, whose deliver- 
ance of them from slavery they had been 
called upon to remember in a faithful and 
zealous discharge? of all their duties. 
God, who was no respecter of persons, 
while he disregarded the colour of the 
skin, yet looked to the complexion of the 
heart. The impressions which it received 
in the period of life when instruction 
stamped its character, and knowledge 
gave it its befitting excellence, were the 
source of all that respect among men, 
which made some qualified to govern, 
others to administer the law. There were 
others, whose duty it was, to be obedient 
and serve ; but all were alike to be es- 
teemed for public and private usefulness, 
and to be respected for their public and 
private conduct. It was the peculiar dis- 
tinction of the king upon the throne, that 
he reigned a king of freemen; other 
kings, his predecessors, great and glorious 
as their reigns may have been, reigned 
and died kings of slaves ; but William the 
Fourth, though he ascended the throne 
like them, having slaves for his subjects, 
would close his life with the glory of being 
served only by a free people. The admi- 
nistration of justice, the protection of pro- 
perty, and the defence of every member 
of the community from violence and out. 
rage; for which, under the wise ordi- 
nances of Providence, all governments 
were instituted, gave to the magistrate 
power and authority, that he might be a 
terror to evil dvers, but it was precisely 
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so, that the good might enjoy in security 
all the blessings that were their own by 
their acquisitton or their inheritance. Ne 
man was raised above another for the 
sake of oppression; no man was exalted 
that others might be debased ; one of the 
most important lessons they would acquire 
by incereased knowledge, would be duly 
to estimate their relations in this state of 
social order, and by a proper zeal for the 
government that watched over them, pro- 
tected them, and upheld them in the ex- 
ercise of their rights, to maintain that 
government in peace, strength, and se- 
curity. His influence, if he could boast 
any among them, apart from the faithful- 
ness with which he ministered to them as 
a Christian teacher, would be to keep 
them steadfast in the path of duty, not 
merely for the sake of that duty in its 
general sense, but for the particular re- 
spect they owed to the magistrates of the 
parish, who so conscientiously discharged 
the functions of their office, that the poor 
felt that in them they had sure friends 
and protectors. This was not the language 
of adulation, They were around him on 
the present occasion, some aiding in the 
ceremonies of the day, others counte- 
nancing their labours by their presence 
and approbation, and testifying by that 
presence and approbation the liberality 
which animated all their actions, and in- 
fluenced all their sentiments. The Rev. 
gentleman finally closed his eloquent ad- 
dress, by a fervent hope, that the corner- 
stone of the temple which they had now 
laid, would be the means of enabling 
them abundantly to convince the world, 
that knowledge and virtue were not foreign 
to the African ; that ignorance too gross to 
be eradicated, and dispositions too de- 
praved to be corrected, lad not justified 
the harsh dispensation that had for cen- 
turies degraded them as slaves. 

We were much gratified to notice among 
the company present, the Rev. Messrs. 
Griffith and Panton, of the established 
church, who had that morning arrived in 
the parish ona missionary excursion, and 
who, consistent with the pious zeal by 
which they have been ever animated, were 
present on this occasion of public useful- 
ness and benevolence. 

The school is to be called Suffield School, 


in honour of the late excellent Lord Suf- 
field, 


, is unavoidably postponed to our neat number.) 
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